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Gemara Markings
Your Roadmap for Traveling the Talmud Highway

It’s just great to see the thousands of people joining the ranks of students of
the Talmud in recent years. Lots of credit goes to Daf Yomi and the emergence
of new yeshivos in America, Israel and the world over.

At the same time many of us might ask the questions — fine, I participated in the
shiur — or — I learned it on my own but:

Did I really follow what was going on?

Sure I understand it line by line but do I have a picture of the whole sugya?
How much do I retain?

Do I really feel a connection to the Gemara itself?

Am [ motivated to return to the Gemara again once I’ve learned it?

The solution is found in one-word — review (“chazara™).
When we look at the daf Gemara we feel intimidated.

e It was clear in shiur but now to review; I don’t want to read that translation
again.

I don’t want to listen to that tape again.

To repeat the daf - it’s too agonizing.

I have difficulty “séeing the forest from the trees.”

Where did the question and the answer begin?

How much of the “braisa” (xn™2) was relevant?

Was Rav Huna responding to the y7n or supporting it?

Was Rav Ashi’s comment relevant to the sugya or was he getting off on a
tangent?

These concerns can be resolved. The “Gemara Markings”, a system of geometric
forms combined with standard punctuation and numeration superimposed on the
traditional (Vilna) daf Gemara, has been successfully used by hundreds of learners and
has resulted in a renewed enthusiasm in their learning.

After having learned with this system using this new edition of Gemaras many
have expressed:

e [ never realized that this is what the Gemara was trying to do.

o [ was never able to follow a shiur so smoothly.

e This system has helped me remember entire sugyos just by recalling the
structure and to tell you the truth, I didn’t even realize there was a structure.

o I finally have a desire to review because I know I’ll be successful.

We have received reactions from another significant group of people — Maggidei
Shiurim who both prepare and present shiurim using this system. They state:

e It makes it so much easier for me to give shiur when the whole sugya is
mapped out ahead of time.



e [ have the feeling that they are all following me because I can easily refer
back to particular names and statements or refer back to a highlighted point
on the previous page.

e My children were sick this morning and I didn’t have time to prepare and
even so, | was able to give a clear and understandable shiur using my
marked Gemara.

e I find that by using these Gemaras I can focus on content and detail — get a
closer look at the “trees™ not fearing they will get lost in the “forest.”

This is what it’s all about — great efficiency in presenting the Gemara with greater
success in acquiring it.

This method of teaching the Gemara is the result of 20 years of development, revision
and refinement. It has produced many successful talmidim, Maggidei Shiurim, Marbitzei
Torah and individuals dedicated to spreading Torah to Klal Yisrael. Our primary objectlve
is “Lehagdil Torah uleha’adirah” - 77°783 70 2735,

As stated above one of the main goals of this project was to increase the motivation to
review by instilling the feeling and demonstrating “You can do it.” In the course of time it
became clear that many found the marked Gemaras a useful tool for independent learning.
They found that with the learning background that they already had — they were able to
rapidly get through the sugya with clarity without needing the assistance of translations or
other support material.

In the current edition of marked Gemaras one will notice from time to time brief
comments between the lines. These are not meant to serve as translation as much as they
are designed to add explanation by offering connecting words or ideas to enhance the flow
of the sugya. These comments are taken almost exclusively from *“Rashi” unless otherwise
" noted. Likewise the basis for the symbols and structural notations is Rashi.

It is important to note that this edition was not desxgned toserveasa translatlon Itis
rather a navigational tool — a roadmap to assist in mcreasmg clarity as you proceed toward.
your destination — the X731 nIpon.

Though much thought was given to the placement of each symbol and comma, this
remains a “work” in progress. The authors encourage everyone using this edition to add
their own comments and suggest their own innovations. Individual creativity is highly
recognized.

We have coined as our motto:
“.m1a owpnn 82 93Kk 1M ony 1

“It is a virtue to toil in Torah but not get frustrated by it.” The “Marked Gemara” has
been brought to the attention of Gedolei Torah both in the United States and Eretz Yisroel.
They acknowledged the value of all tools that endear the learning of Torah.

For more information, please contact us:
In Israel: 052-5-300-710
" . InUSA: 718-614-8494
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NMARA IVIARKINGS

Symbol Name Description mmples

N
=
=

M

SERIES
INDICATORS

Boxed Text
Triangle

Diamond

Double underiine

AT

{oed

Qo1 N

“Firebox”

Markings
(in margins)

Dot-Underline

Squiggle-
Underline

Arruws
(in margia)

Numbers &
Letters

Roman
Numerals

Quotes

Brackets

Single
quote marks

Connector

Comma-
Connector

Various
Punctuations

anm,vn
QL0 0. XN
BT, UR

anm, wn
q’n'n XY
X-KD''K

Marks off Tannalc sources

Series of related questions or proofs
(Inverted trlangle represents proof In *
opposile direction)

Similiar usage as above. anY Rk, w3
| 3~ R.300]

u

Additional shapes needed i
for distinction when

multiple sefes appear on

one page

Generally around a name, (some-
limes on x5 of Kvn) Denotes
beginning of a 2'2v0 which last at
leas! an iy -

Used to mark off a long question,
answer or proal  Or point

1. Focuses on maln few words in
KXnva that prove or disprove
.poinis of the 12

Z. Contrast different statments

3. Foruses an the maln few
words of a1 X"BR'S Statement
(tor easler back reference)

Highlights complimentary words
Secondary use- May be used similiar
to the Dol-Underling

kRS
RIR=-KOOST
YRR K
(FyzeR K

Retaence back 0 & rard o o)
previous poind in'the'na

Numbering approaches of then1 -
or for lists of M2

mEaKT K3NR

vy
Oiferent RINK KD

Yo denats: B short phrase,
short quote

Sids point~ can be anywhera from a
line to an entire a1 Bracketed sec-
tion Intermupts the loglcal flow of the
13 and can ba skipped temporarily
to mintaln continulty of the X110

Read without pausing phrase
com«:mdmm

Dom slop (in a place whers | mistak-
anly might have stopped)

Pause-- but dont step

Common usage ,

Indicates twe options af xni's

quary

nG xeyar
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