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AN INVESTIGATION

OF CAUSES ARISING FROM THE

Organization of the World,
IN WHICH
MAN IS PARTICULARLY INTERESTED:
WRITTER BY
RABBI JA4DAIA4,
Of Barcelona, Spain.
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CONTAINING

THEOLOGICAL and METAPHYSICAL
SENTENCES.

et r—
——————

TRANSLATED INTO ENGLYSH

BY RABBI TOBIAS GOODMAN.
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For the Lord giveth wisdom; outof bis mouth cometh knowledge and
anderstandiag. Prov. ii. G
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DEDICATION.

TO THE MOST

Rev. Solomon Hierschell,

PRESIDING RABBL OF THE GERMAN JEWS IN LONDON

UNDER a firm persuasion of your attachment
to useful literature, and convinced of the sin-
cerity of your wishes for the extension of usetul
knowledge, I cannot, for a moment, doubt with
what satisfaction you will receive the work which
now solicits your patronage and support. When
I reflect that the original work is the production
of a character eminently distinguished for the
superiority of his wisdom, I should consider that I
deviated from that duty and respect which I owe
to you, did I seek to usher it into the world under
any other sanction than yours.

The author of the following work represents an
accomplished man as supported by two pillars of
inestimable value—the knowledge and the prac-
tice of virtue. To you, most Reverend Sir, as
firmly established on so high a basis, I am con-
strained to address myself.  You are not only in-
titled, but qualified, to be the patron of the present
undertaking. Highly distinguished for the ex-
tent of your erudition, the sublimity of your sen-
timents, and equally signalized by a life of strict
integrity, the world cannot censure, nor will you,
I trust, feel reluctance to afford that protection
which is now solicited. That the work should
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PREFACE.

IN an age like the present, when iterature is, perhaps,
more universally cultivated, than at any former period, it 1
difficult to determine the cause why the treasures, the pecu-
liar advantages, and captivating sublimity of the Hebrew
language, are not more eagerly sought afier, more highly
valued, and more extensively admired Was this language
(which bears evident testimony, and affords the most deci-
sive evidence of being the original tongue, and cousequently
forming the base on which every other language is founded)
more generally known, and more extensively understood, it
would afford the highest satisfaction to the scholar, and ex-
bibit, to the moralist, the richest fund of instruction. Of
the justice and propriety of these remarks, the biblical stu-
dent is firmly persuaded ;-and so must every rational being,
when he reflects that the sacred code, the volume of divine
inspiration, containing the will of the Most High, was con-
veyed to man through the medium of the Hebrew lunguage ;
and that its characters were formed by Deity himschi, on the
tablets of stone delivered on Mount Sinai.

Every man of sound penetration is firmly convinced of the
necessity, and fully aware of the peculiar advantages, result-
ing from the study of the sacred language. To the honor
of the DBritish nation, it may be recorded, that much atten-
tion is paid to it. At the same time it may be said, that the
superior-pathns, and noble sublimity, so intimately connec-
ted with 1t, will, on all occasions, amply repay the most rigid
attention, and more than compensate for the most minute
investigation. The imagery, boldness, and preponderating
power of the Hebrew language, rises superior 1o every other
language. It challenges, it defies competition.  Imitation
of 1t may be studiously cuitivated and regarded, but such
attempts (though originating from a good and laudable
motive. and highly comnmendable) serve but to place its
superiority in a2 more conspicuous point of view, and confirm
s evident superiority.,  Saith the great and profound
Apprsow (when writing on the dignity of the inspired lan-
guuge), *“there is a peculiar coldness and indifference in

iv
fail, when supported by a luminary so cminently
characterized by men of learning in general, and

especially those of our community, as you are, is
next to impossibility.

The general tendency of the work, the motive
on which it is founded, and the ultimate object
it embraces, are particulars so mtimately con-
nected with that high and important situation
you hold, and which your abilities adorn, that
the mere mention of your patronage is adequate
to give it weight, and establish for it a reputation
which art or malice cannot destroy. I am
therefore solicitous to possess a defence so pow-
erful, and a bulwark so impregnable, as your
abilities will afford, -and your unblemished in-
tegrity form. - To say more would be superfluous
——+to have said less would have been criminal.

May the Al_mightiy long preserve you in health
and prosperity—enlarge the extent of your wis-
dom—and bestow every qualificatiomwhich your
exalted station, requires you should possess;
while, in the language of divine truth, I ferventl
supplicate that the Holy One of Israel woul
¢ cause Solomon to fill the chair of his father for
ever.”

I am,

With the profoundest respect,
Your obliged and obedient servant,
TOBIAS GOODMAN.
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duties of life, it affords powerful admouition. In what con-
cerns man most to know, it is highly beueficial, as it leads 1o
a tull, a clear, and comprebensive account of lite, death,
and resurrection.

_ Fully 1o appreciate its merits, and possess a just concep-
tion of its real value, requires a familiar and classical ac-
quaintance with the Hebrew. By every character, thus
qualified, to examine its high pretensions, it is adwmired.
To hebraists, it stands in need of no recommendatiou=—it is
not the power of language that will enhance its value, or add
to its intrinsic excellence. The noble simplicity with which
it abounds, has stamped, with accumulated weight, the im-
portant truths it conveys, and given, to the author, immor-
tal celebrity. Of its merit and its worth, evidence may he
adduced, from the testimony afforded by the most illustrious
writers, whose veracity has never been doubted, whose
ability to determine has teen always admitted. Like the
Talmud, each sentence conveys ideas, sufficient to occupy
the pens of the learned, and engage the powers of the great-
est. ‘To adduce a high testimony of its value, hear that
luminary Buxtorf—he thus speaks of it in his Bibliutheque
des Rabbins. ¢ The examination of the world is an excellent
production, equally valuable for the stile, as important for
the dignity of the subject. It treats of the vanities of the
world; and discovers those means, by which man may at-
tain the summit of all felicity, the enjoynient of heaven ; aud
this, with so much perspicuity, diguified with so much elo-
quence of persuasion, and energy of argument, that even to
imiitate his stile constitutes an enviable eloquence.” Like
the fruit of the garden of Lden, so is the intellectual food
our author gives. It iustructs—it qualifies—it enables
man, not only in imagination, but by rendering clear the
unerring road, how to elevate his soul, and raise, by just
degrees, to the summit of that celestial ladder which reaches
from earth to heaven.

For the reasons before given, it is here necessary to re-
mark, that neither the English or any other language, can
pay due honor to the original. The sublimity aud grandeur,
abovementioned, cannot be equalled.  When translated in
the most correct and elegant manuer, it will necessarily
follow, that much of its native grace and exclusive advan-
tages are lost. It resembles a monarch divested of his
splendor, and suipped of every appendage of royalty,
While the Euglish tongue is languid, difiuse, and sometinies

i:;

o
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the European languages, when compared with holy writ.,”—
In the Hebrew language, there appears no poverty of stile
—no frivolity of intention—no deficiency of energy: all is
grand, majestic, and expressive; worthy of the Author from
whom it had its origin.

Let not then the works of science, and the productions of
indefatigable labor, penned for the general welfare of man,
abound with numerous quotations from Greek and Roman
authors, to the neglect of the inspired stile—let what is
eminent, receive its due regard; and the glory of that lan-
guage, in which the sentiments of man, and, above all, the
will of God, were first conveyed,’ will shine transcendant;
and claim, what it justly merits. veneration and respect.
To prove the justice of these remarks, we need only refer to
the commentaries and laborious glossaries of the word of
God with whicbh the public are favored, from the pens of
those great luminaries. Those distinguished men of erudi-
tion,—the Rabbins Moses Maimonides, Abarbanel, Moses
diskuch, Isaac Balaqueda, Eben Ezra, &c. &c.

The author of the following work, a translation of which,
from the original, is now, for the first time, attémpted in
English, to gratify the admirers of the beautiful and sublime,
and Lenefit the learned reader, was held in high esteem and
distinguished repute by those of his own nation. WHNat
Homer obtained at Athens, and Virgil in the capital of
Italy, our author enjoyed. The Rabbi Jadaia lived in the
thirteenth century ; he was, by birth, a Spaniard, and resided
at Barcelona. His stile is bold, animated, and fervid—hijs
instruction superlatively good—his object dignified with
universal approbation. This work is called, in the original,
¢ Bechenas Olam,” which may be justly rendered, Examina-
tion of the World. It contains philosophical, theological,
and metaphysical sentences. Buxtorf (a name which needs
only to be mentioned to command confidence and respect)
calls it the light of the century in which the author lived.
So high an encomium from so learned a man, could not
surely have been bestowed on an insignificant productioa.
An attention to the precepts and injunctions it contains,
will, on the one hand, be productive of peculiar happiness;
and, on the other, form the mind to a true sense of virtue,
aud impress the clulns of justice, and the demands of reason.
For the hour of solitude aud retirement, it affords profitable
instruction—and to qualify the mind for the discharge of the
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axiom, with all true Israclites, drawn from the word of
divine truth, that every virtuous man, who studiously
adheres to the principles of rectitude and integrity, will be
happy in the world to come.

Upon the whole, it is only ohserved, that this attempt to
translate an ancient Hebrew poet, whose writings embrace
the noble cbject of a laudable motive, to make men wiser
and better, and thus promote the Lest interests of society,
is, with all due respect and deference, submitted to the
English nation—the inhabitants of which, bave ever been
distinguished patrons of the arts and sciences, and steady
supporters of useful literature. The translator, to such as
expect a production, free from every defect, would say—

« Whoever thinks a faultless piece to see,
« Thinks what ne’er was, nor is, nor ¢’er shall be.”

He trusts, however, that the scholar will not be disap-
pointed, but amply satisfied and amused—the critic divested
of censure—the intelligent reader pleased—the more ordi-
mry capacity instructed, and the whole class of readers
compensated for their labour, and satisfied with their inves-
tigation and researchies; and that the production will be
found equally deserving the protection of a generous nation,
a3 the most admired production of classical labor. Fully
conscious of having sedulously endeavoured to promote the
best interests of society, he submits his arduous attempt
(labouring under the disadvantages hefore mentioned) ta his
fellow-creatures, firmly persuaded that the indulgent reader
will excuse bie uvknown defects, and the discerning critic
ameliorate the asperity of that reproof, which intentional,
but not unconscious errors and imperfections merit.

vi

fails adequdtely to express the boldness of a lively imagina-
tion,—the Hebrew is clear and nervous, succinct and solid,
Aun idea, which, in the Hebrew, is expressed in two or three
words, requires many in the English; as several pieces of
copper are required to equal the worth of the same weight
of silver or gold. The learved, ingenious, and eminently
distinguished divine, Rabbi Moses Maimonides, in his cele-
brated work, intitled ¢ Mory Nebouchim,” adduces this
1eason, why the law is, in a figurative sense, compaied to
water ; because, if you descend into the depth of the sea,
your research will be rewarded by the discovery of pearls,
and the acquisition of precious stones: in like manner, by
penetrating into the depth of the law, you discover wisdom,
and acquire knowledge and substantial instruction. As
(saith the wise king Solomon) a word fitly spoken is like
apples of gold in pictures of silver, so are the beauties and
peculiar graces of the work which now solicits the patronage
of the public. As in the former instance it requires, not
only a sufficient nearness of approach, but an adequate
strength of sight, to disce:n the embossed figure, and view,
with advantage, the golden design on the silvery surface; so
will it require the calm, dispassionate investigation, and the
diligent attention of the scholar, to discover the peculiar
advantages and high qualifications with which the work
abounds. At the same time, the beauties it possesses are so
obviously manifest, that the man who is determined not to
allow merit its due reward, is the only character who may
be pronounced ignorant of its worth.

The work abounds with words, phrases, and divine sen-
tences, drawn from the oracles of God; and thus forms an
auxiliary to that sacred volume. Like every other labor
and work of man, it has not perfection attached to it. But
the language of the poet will palliate the asperity of ill-
nature. 5

¢ Errors, like straws, upon the surface flow;
¢¢ He who would search for pearls must dive below.”

In the law, which had its origin ‘from God, it 1s written—
lay your wisdom and your understanding in the sight of the -
nations which shall hear the statutes thereof. This precept
was dictated by an expanded beuevolence ; and far from the
intention of making converts: for, in the days of David and
Solomon (vide Talmud), when interest might have made,
grandeur captivated, and power commanded Proselites, none
were received into the community of Israel: and it is an



CHAP. L

THE heavens are limited in height, the earth
in depth. The extent of the heart ot an intellig-
ent man is without bounds : it penetrates ethenal
space, and aspires to learn the primitive cause,
from whence it had its origin.

“ To the inquiries of man there is no bounds.
The causes by which he is aétuated he attempts
to explore.

The lteart produces diversity of thought ; that
of the just man tends to truth alone : his inward
yvarts sandlify the Holy One of Israel, and, with
his lips, he honors the God of glory.

There is neither wisdom, nor counsel, nor
science that claims not man for its patron.

None of the inferior created animals are placed
beyond the control of this wise and zccomplished
being. From his knowledge their nature is not
concealed.

The heavens cannot ¢omprehend, nelther can
the sea contain so much as the boundless faculty
of the heart of man. Can the wings of the wind
rise equal to the spirit of wisdom, when moving
tpon § waters of repose and torrents of pleasure *
Can the extent of the earth encompass his
thought, which holds its seat in a small inclosure
not exceeding the palm of a hand.

§ Waters of repose and torrents of pleasure. This ex«
pression supposcs man to be in the full enjoyment of
every intelleftual faculty, undisturbed by all surrounding
objefls, and possessing an unruffled serenuy.
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2 AN INVESTIGATION, &c.

Consider ; this is the portion which man has
fropx God ; and the same which God has of the
universe.

God has not his resemblance in heaven, nor
man his equal upon earth, while advancing to-
wards Deity. He examines, and thus discovers
the mysteries, recorded in the seripture of truth.
In law and justice how great are his a&lions !

If not for the vicissitudes of life, and the
mutability of seasons, nothing would divert him
from elevating himself to heaven, from embrac-
ing all parts of the world, from resembling an
angel, having the || true knowledge of good.

CHAP. 1L

WH EN the virtuous man reflefts he trembles ;
when he meditates he is confused ; because the
excellency of his nature is lost, and his glory
departed.
hen * he beholds the disasters of a tewn, he
questions the purity of his image ; when he
contemplates the vicissitudes of a state, life be-
comes burdensome.
He concludes that man came into this world
to assimilate himself to the heavenly host : The
extent of his heart surpasseth the boundless sea.

{| True knowledge of good. A judicious commentator
cbserves, on this expression, that pnder this sentence is
implied a knowledge of spiritual good, wholly divested
of evil.

€ Here the translator thinks necessary to observe to
the learned reader, that the bebrew runs thus: 3 RN *3
but the liberty which he has taken, being san&ioned by
universal sufiage, he thinks it woncressary ta ‘add any
thing more.
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AN INVESTIGATION, &@.

(<2

When he spreads his wings to the north, thete
in the most secret places he discovers a variety
of unknown causes.

W hei he soars to the east, he is taught to ap~
prehend sublime mysteries ; When to the heaven
lie wings his flight, he discovers the mystical
chariot of all sciences.  In the profound abyss,
bhe forms an invaluable cabinet of wisdom.

He mounts from the most low habitation, into
the highest heavens. 'From the most high seat
oi’ the celestial arcana, he descends to the most
hidden recess. Thus is the crooked path made
strait, and the intersefied road adjusted,

By the avidity of his power, and the exercise
of his intelligence, he calls the most remote things
to his familiar acquaintance, and the extremity
of nature he beholds.

By the gradual improvement of each faculty
his wisdom is enlarged, till he is enabled to grasp
within his fist, the confines of the earth, and
penetrale the celestial mansions.

The sublimity of his knowledge also enables
him to include within his science the nature of
all created beings, teaclies him how in each
gradation to distinguish the species. Thus by
meditating on the marvels of God, he is led to
discourse of him who is the great First Cause of

all.
CHAP. 1L

W HEN he contemplates man thus nobly
formed, and distinguished by so many eminent
perfe@ions, his anger raises, and his indignation
1s kindled, that he should be subjeé to so many
infirmities,
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4 AN INVEsTIGATION, &e.

How is it that this stoneuf'so inestimable yalue,
excelling far the highly beautified saphire,
should be exposed to so many evils, and, appar-
eatly, elevated as a mark to receive the arrow of
destruflion ?

How is it that he appears destined to exist asan
object of misery, and as a being so insignificant ?

Why does he, so well qualified in youth ta
sustain the infirmities to which he is exposed,
receive no additional supply, to support the evils
attendant on old age ?

The man that sat in the chair of learning, who
sustained his seat in the circle of doe¢tors, held
converse with the sages of wisdom, and resembled
an angel, shall he for ever remain silent, and
continue eternally in forgetfulness ?

The pastor of * heavenly light shall he finally
cease, and his teaching feed only the wind ! He
that laid down lessons of wisdom, that taught the
foundation, and raised the fabric of truth, shall
he sink under his infirmities ?

He that relied upon his prudence, and de-
pended on his wisdom, shall it fail to support
him ? He that was upholden by his integrity
shall his hands wax feeble ?

If by external causes he is elevated and de-

ressed, shall he expire, and like the animals of
the field and the beasts of the forest be no more?
Shall this stone of the sanfuary cleave to the
clods of the yalley, and fall into obscurity and
oblivion ? :

® Heavenly light. The translator thought it most eligi-
ble, with a view 10 render the expression clearly i.m'ell-
igible, to everv capacuty, to reader it thus : —The oxlg!nal
it will be seen is 08
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5 AN INVESTIGATION, &c.

Will God permit the frame, whith he hus
himself so beautifully adorned, to inhabit endless
darkness ?

Surely when man but superficially refle@s, it
grieves him ; when he meditates, the source of
consolation seems lost. To behold thus mutable
the works of God—the cedar which Deity has
Elanted cut down by the hand of death, distraéls

is soul.

Thus does he consider the animal frame of
man ; examines his faculties, and discovers when
wisely he contemplates, no real imperfeftion, but
that his infimity is death.

CHAP. 1IV.

BUT nature, wonderfully formed by the hand
Supreme, points out to man, when quitting this
life, a source of joy eternal ; fills the soul with
the prospe& of immortality, and, to soften the
calamity which arises from the terrors of death,
points out, as a compensation, everlasting glory.

Having the prospe& of eternal residence in the
palace of the great King ;—wherefore, O chiid
of the earth, dost thou complain ? Why mourn
that thou must be laid in the habitation of re-
pose. and intombed in the sepuichre of death ?

Thou wast formed to anticipate an enjoyment
with God, to hope for a perfeét assurance of un-
interrupted bliss ;—Why then canst thou mourn
that thy arms, necessitated to wage in battle,
will be delivered from warfare.
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6 AN INVESTISATION, &c.

Thou boastedst thy origin from heaven;—why
then dast thou demur to leave this low and
miserable valley ?

The pleasures of life, and the delights of sense,
are but as thorns, and unfriendly as the briar.

From the day that God saw fit to form the
earth a receptable for thy soul, it has exhibited a
covert to secret thy greatest enemiés-—the causes
of sorrow and wae.

Thy desires are the sources of evil ; thy boasted
weapons 2 defenceless armour ; thy riches the
inlets of grief ; fascinating allurements deceive ;
pride is a blazing flame ; gold may wing its eager

flight—and, every pleasure of man, prove but a -

demon of destru€tion—arm thy mind then against
a vain attachment.

As theu wouldest avoid the cqutaéion of a de-
bauched companion, extralling the good and
rejefling the evil, so through life, thou must a&.

Be not dismayed because thou canst not obtain
moare : with what thou possessest be content.

The hours of thy enjoyment are like the shadows
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7 AN INVESTIGATION, &c.

of the evening sun: and as a child, vainly grasp-
ing within his hand the departing ray, opens it
and is astonished to find nothing, so are those
who depend on time.

CHAP. V.

WHEN a wise man direfts his attention to
frivolous objefls it creates a malady of alarming
magnitude.

When he projeéts a multiplicity of designs and
forms plans for the increase ot wealth and the
extent of riches, which satisfy only his animal
senses, there arises no real enjoyment but mere-
ly the display of a luxurious table and the ability
to exhibit a sumptuous repast.

These treasures and reservoirs of boasted plea-
-sures are but deadly drugs. For a moment only
they please, though obtained at the expence of
much pain. What advantage can he boast after
they are gone? All that he enjoys is the mere
recolleflion.

They serve but as snares to decoy him and
work the destruétion of those powers which he
has inslaved to produce them.
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8 AN INVRSTIGATION, &C.

Thus while his abje& powers are gratified and
his sensual appetites pleased, his wisdom lays
dormant and the more noble faculty deserted and.
forgotten sits solitary and is treated with con-
tempt.

If the diflates of reason admonish they are
disregarded and every lesson of prudence despised.

As the flaxen thread instantly yields on the
apptoach of the flame, so do the lessons of integ=
rity lose their influence with the sensual.

Can such conduét merit the applause of the
wise } Shall a plate of lentiles be considered a
sufficient equivalent for the more dignified en-
dowments. ls it more rational to enjoy for a
moment the transient pleasure which terminates
in the greatest evil ? Shall the sensual part re-
joice while the soul is in mourning ? Shall the
animal frame desolate the spiritual facuities ?

What advantage is it to enjoy the phantom of
an airy imagination which only contains the ap-
pearance of pleasure > Woe to the man that thus
causes his fall, and willingly destroys the power
of his nerves. The result of his labour is vain,
and the end of his exertions fail w produce solid

happiness.

.

NOTE.— There ate variaus peculiat expressions in
the hebrew, which if strily adhered to in the english
translation, would not only appear unharmonious ; but
render the original work less splendid; the translator
therefore thinks necessary to observe, that in this chapter,
and several others, he has been necessitated, though one
willingly, to abridge the hebrew idioms.

%Y N3
"MFD 1N37 WRD WN 93 dwnn
o7 v 502 S vmna
‘TTINENIM T a9 * opbmnpy
WP DN ¢ NI N * 8TITm
Wy iy osn ¢ Saon o manan
TN AT IWIR SN PRI M
PORYT * 031 D T LW M
VTN NI YW TN
o5 oM0n 8h0E © v whn A o 8
© WD U W MW WD Sy
RN * GINNDYY TN $Ya8N o
* 1% pma ow pan o toen
W *0R M T 2% MW PN

~ T 980N 108 ¢ om yae Nl

Y WB P P © Mmoo o3

N7 W 92wn PN 9w T e

bR mbmn pae e
PYMTTT RNy



AN INVESTIGATION, &C.

CHAP. VL

BUT there is a man on whose adtions attend
greater peril. The mean man, who urges the
revolution of the days, that he may arrive to the
summit of his wishes, and embrace the objeét of
his designs ; while he does not consider that the
accomplishment of the anticipated moment, may
bring the period of his calamity, and be the
season when his iniquities shall be revealed to
the world.

Why shall he desire an acquaintance with the
events of the night, or why shall he solicit the
evenir;g, when he may decay and be for ever

one !

Why should he breathe after the shadow,
when perhaps he may leave his inheritance for
the enjoyment of the crafty ?

Shall he rely on the junélion of his soul and
body, when at sun-set the time of their dis-union
may arnive ?

He hopes for the day when he may be con-
sumed ; he wishes for the end of days when he
may find himself seized with terror, and over-
taken with shame ; for the change of seasons
when his feet may slip.

He thirsts for the year of release—the time of
the forsaking of lands ; when he knows not but
that himself may be forsaken. He longs for a
jubilee. when, perhaps, he may be the subject
of mourming, when his soul may be overwhelm-
ed tn contusion and fear.

x
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10 AN INVISTIGATION, &c.

# When therefore you are inclined to anti.
cipate the conclusion of a year, from the first day
thereof, why will you not refleét, and attentively
consider, what may come to pass.

But it you serve the earth with such an ardency
of attachment, even on the motive, you should
serve God ; why do you wish for the cessation
of time, which may probably bring the period
of your departure. Surely it cannot but arise
from the perverseness of your heait.

CHAP. VIIL

TI‘IEN, O my:soul, if thou embracest the [east
of these ways, while the days allotted to thee are
too short to enable thee to arrive to the haven
of thy wishes—the place so much longed for—
what use is the passage on which such a portion
of time is spent 2 Why my soul dost thou travel
so slowly, and sit like the sluggard with folded
hands.

What advantage is the hoary head, or what
use the life protracted to many years ?

When | reflect that | am sent here to do my
work, why are my hands unbent, and my de-
light the pleasure of promenade >—W hat good

* For the reasons assigred at the end of ihe fifih
chaprer, the translaror has omitted purposely owd
131 10D} the construftion of which is peculiar to that
langnage, but would appear it translatcd an unnecessary
repelition.
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11 AN INVESTIGATION, &e,

will result if I inhabit the house short or long.

When I behold the good and the bad, what
advantage is it if I am not able to choose the one,
and rejeét the other.

If I say that my ways are sweet to my palate,
and my thoughts agreeable to my eyes, shall 1
be believed !—If my way seems pleasant, shall I,
therefore, chuse it, without considering whether
it is so in the eyes of God ?—To walk with pride
seems pleasant, but is it right? If I imagine
myself equal with a monarch, will my imagina-
tion make me the more powerful ? Shall I be
recognized by the Eternal King, in the heavenly
palace, as that being to which pride would
elevate me ? What strength will my imagination
impart, if the counsel of Omnipotence destroys
it 2 Though my words may, for a moment, be
sweet, they may in the end be bitter.

CHAP. VII.

THIS world is a tempestuous sea ; unfathom-
ably profound ; and the boundaries are without
comprehension.

Time forms the bridge over which man must

¢
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13 AN INVESTiIGATION, &c.

pass. The extremeties are suspended by *
attenuated cords  While travelling its extent,
the object shuuld be to behold the beauties of
God ;3 and discover the spiendor of the Eternal
which shines conspicuous. The breadth of the
bridge is the measure of a man, and the borders
fail.

From the moment man exists, he begins his.

journey. The path is narrow, and the road
dire@. There exists no avenue to the right hand
or the left.

In what, O man, wilt thou glory ? In what
wilt thou rejoice ? The rampart on thy right
hand 1s death! on thy left, destruétion! Can
then thy heart sustain its ordinary courage ? or,
thy hands remain firm?

Wilt thou exult in avarice, and the covetous«
ness which creates riches ? Or, rejoice in those
things, which, with violence thou hast attained,
and gathered with thy net of wickedness ?

In'the tempests of the great sea, what wilt thou
do? When the foaming surge flows and arises,
and thy lodging house is doomed to destruélion,
where wilt thou rest ?

This sea thou hast to encounter! Why dost
thou hope to come off conqueror ? What will
become of thee in the day, when the wine of
arrogance stupefies thee ; and, the juice of the

* The original words imply cords of nothing. The
meaning of the author appears to be, that as the bridge s
suspended from the moment of animation, the uncertainty
nevertheless exists, as the faetus may die belore parturie
tion,
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13 AN INVESTIGATION, &e.

pomegranate fills thee with haughtiness > By an
inclination to the right hand cr the leit thou
mayest destroy thyself. In the mighty abyss
thou wilt be lost.  From one precipice to another
thou wilt go ; no one will retrieve thee ! Float-
ing in the floods of the deep, no one will exhort
thee to return.

CHAP. IX.

SHALL a lie deceive me ? Shall I recline on a
broken reed ? Or, deem a temporary residence
secure as the lofty tower, or pleasing as the royal
palace ?

Shall I persuade myself that the most * con-
temptible things are worthy my highest regard ?

If the days are pleasant, and the time passes
sweetly away, every moment bringing rest, and
every hour its delights, shall these things tempt
me to forget the latter days ? Shall the shadow of
a gourd appear as eminent as the lofty mountain

Shall 1, for these things, cast my soul behind

#* The original is thymp f)3 the wings of a flea;—
“vDY (MO the point of an iron pen;- warty *p a
cobweb ;—g132) DR Pxecious stones and corals.
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14 AN INVESTIGATION, &cC.

me ? Or, for the miserable pleasures of the flesh
shall I oppose, and irritate the sou!, and, when
she should appear in the temple of God, provoke
her tq anger ?

How ! for these vain-and imaginary pleasures,
shall I give up the prospeél of eternity and ever-
lasting joy ? .

Behold ! it will come to pass, when the fever
of youth is abated, and the flower thereof de-

cayed, my end will be loaded with the produ& .

of these things. Then will my heart ask what
brought them ; and, the answer will be haughti-
ness and bad advice !

Shall a servant destroy the work, which his
master appoints him to perform, and receive no
reproof ! Or, behave with disrespeét and merit
no chastisement ?

CHAP. X.

WILT thou then, O valiant man, glory in
promenading over the grassy mead, and basking
with inexperienced men in the sun-shine? Or,
delight to adorn thy rooms with carbuncles and
precious stones, to increase the splendor of thv
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14 AN INVESTIGATION, &c.

festivities, with thy companions, who are such
as say continually, let us eat and drink, and yet
are strangers to prudence. They, consider only
the body, and are like the barren * cloud which
produces no rain.

Knowest thou not that all thy aétions are re-
gistered ! and that the eye of Omniscience sees,
and the ear of the Almighty hears thee ?

On what foundation wilt thou dare to make a’
breach in those ordinances, which the wisdom of
the prudent have established ?

Is it because thou dost not refle®, there is a
God above thee, who is fully acquainted with all
thy goings out and comings in ? Dost thou not
consider, that there are graves underneath thee,
and the executioners of divine vengeance ?

Why didst thou not represent these things to
thyselt ? that this diversity of change might im-
press thyaheart, and teach thee that the am-
bassadors of the Most High, retire not, till they
have executed the vengeance, and inflifted the
punishment due to man, for his crimes ! equally
to men in general as individuals in particular !

Consider, that this is the will of God, and the
result of his wise decree, sometimes to debase the
highest, and to elevate the most humble ! When
one falls and another rises, the decree comes from
the Eternal. Why then openest thou net thine
eyes to these things ?

Vain imaginations, and feeble thoughts have
overpowered thy reason, and destroyed thy

# Tleidea of the poet seems to be founded on that of
Solomen, Piov. 25, 14, netwitidiandicg the former
changes the conftruttion of ihe phrase, by putung ramm
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AN INVESTIGATION, &c.

sensibility, so that thou canst not discern, neithef

dost thou understand !

In the day time, thy pleasures fascinate thee ;
and, in the night season, thy conscience re-
monstrates with thee ! They have pointed oura
pleasant path, the end whereof abounds with
difficulties, and thorns. They have taught thee
to embrace the envenomed serpent, whose sting
is death. They have defamed thy reputation;
destroyed the glory of thy nature, and rendered
thy heart impure, by representing flatteries
apparently as sweet as oil, but in the end big
with destruction ! '

Why slumberest thou ? Why dost thou suffer
thyself to be deceived, and believe that they will
cause thee to possess so much of the earth, for
ever, when thou only tabernaclest here for a few
days ?

Cursed are they which have driven thee away,
and prevented thee from enjoying the pleasures
of the saints ; for out of the same rock as them
thou wast hewn. By folly thou art hindered
from assimilating thyself with angels, and com-
pelled to reside with the lion in his den.

If the rich treasures, and peculiar produ&ions
of different countries, which thou possessest, be
the cause of that pride which thou hast nourished,
tending to reduce thy soul,—consider how thou
art hurt with the rod of folly, and destroyed with
the plague of blindness.

before wind. The reason seems to be that an allegorical
sense alluding to the chara&lers spoken of might be ap+
propriated —e. g. the word cloud oww3 in_ the hebrew
tweaning haughtiness; rain G2 corporality; wind M7yspirit:
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17 AN INVESTIGATION, &c.

Why for the treasures of darkness dost thou
hate and affli¢t thy soul, which should be bound
in the bundle of life ? Why, for the perishable
silver, dost thou destroy thy purity 2

Refle&t that all thy riches are of no duration.
In a short time a tempestuous wind may arise,
that will dissipate and scatter all thy treasures,
and the myriads for which thou hast bartered thy
soul, will then be as though they never had
existed.

A reverse of fortune may rob thee of all thy
honor and glory. In the place of thy riches may
descend a violent fire from heaven, which may
consume thee, and all thy boasted treasures.

CHAP. XL

W Y win you desire, with such affeétion, an
earth which may one day become as Admah,
and pleasure which may resemble Zeboim ?

These animal pleasures bring wrath and anger
on their most zealous admirers; and produce
dissension among those most in alliance with
them, even those who have sworn the greatest
amity.

Their sweetness is like straw in a whirlwind :
their end like a reed in the red sea ; produétive
of shame and perpetual disgrace.

What pleasure is it to hear of the greatest ad-
vantages, and the promise of a long life, if you

G
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18 AN INVESTIGATION, &c.

cannot prevent death, from treading you under
is feet.

What the happier will you be, if by reason of
strength you attain fourscore years, and then
find the grave, or what advantage will you boast
if even you are healthy at ninety, and still there
exists no hape to protraét the evil ?

Shall the insignificant pismire so easily des-
troyed, and those reptiles which melt in an
instant, presumptuously contend to reign.
Though for a day or two they may exist, re-
member it is not for an eternity—they will soon
be destroyed. The fields of Sodom will not
prosper, nor the bundles of Gomorrah flourish.

CHAP. XIL

O world thou art the source of all vanity and
the cause of corruption ! From thy vanities can
we hope to obtain unfading pleasures ?

Thou art the origin of every failure ! Can we
then from thee expect immoriality ?

When after the source from whence thou
comest, we make inquiry, and commence a
diligent research, labouring to possess the know-
ledge how thou wast formed—to discover if thou
art able to bestow happiness, and qualified to
reign over us ; then we learn, that the causes
which establish thee, are those which tend to thy
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19 AN INVESTIGATION, &c.

confusion ! that what organizes thee leads to thy
destruélion ! that what with care adjusts thy
parts, heap on thee affliGtions !

The foundation on which thou standest,
causeth thee to totter ! thou leanest on worms!
thou art founded on rottenness. Thus do we
Fearn, that thy composition will melt, and be
reduced to nothing.

Since we have found thy defeéts, and dis-

covered thy imperfe&tions, who shall have

courage to follow thee ? Shall we glory in thy
company ? Shall we covet thy beauty, which
appears so only externally, while to the heart
thou appearest contemptible ?

Why shall we delight in such folly when the
soul will be cast off ? Can we expeét to gather
agreeable fruit from the sour grape ?

Can we extraél sweetness from the putrid ul-
cer corroded with the venom of the serpent ? Or,
canse honey to flow from the lion or the bear ?

Moreover, when we consider that those who
court thee, are people without virtue ; and men
of merit, are those thou hatest : that thou
gatherest the shell and reje@est the kernel, em-
bracest the vile, and drawest nigh to the most
despicable—such aélions cannot but testify thy
origin !

Mischievous pedlar and dealer in disappoint-
ments, thou publishest loudly O furious woman
thy villany and meanness.

Every day in the excess of folly and wicked-
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20 AN INVESTIGATION, &0,

ness thou studiest malice. Daily in the height
of wickedness thou delightest to delineate upon
the doors of the worthy and deserving the index
of sorrow and destruéiion.

The houses of the senseless and foolish thou
buildest with marble and adornest with precious
stones. Among those plants that are destined to
flourish in the house of God the fire of thy anger
rages. The trees of Lebanon also feel thy fury.
The bush tree is exempt from thy rage. Thou
euttest down the cedar and causest the sycamore
to recover its vigor. ]

The beauty of the morning star thou renderest
dim, and the splendor™ of its sapphire thou
eclipsest.

Those that are polluted with sins thou washest
with soap that the external may appear pleasant
while in their inward parts they project snares
and cherish deceit.

To thee O mistress of folly what profit is it to
express sentiments of affeftion and words of
tenderness to people without courage only with a
design to destroy them.

With all the artifice of coquetry thou appear-
est, and in the morning lookest through thy
windows and scarcely before an eye is fixed on
thee thou disappearest. Thy beauty beams but
as a spark round their pavillions and then is no
more.

Thy votaties for a moment thou leadest in
glory clad in luxurious robes, but in an instant
of time thou coverest them with poverty and rags.
Thy benevolence thou communicatest but for a
season. Thou grantest a trifling honor and then
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21 AN INVESTIGATION, &cC.

pourest out anger ; and, with the fish-hnok of
destruflion thou catchest all their grandeur, and
deprivest them of their ornament.

‘Therefore do I behold thee as a debauched, a
corrupt, and gluttonous woman. The more
one hopes to eat of thy bread, to repose on thy
bosom, and be valued as thy offspring, the more
thou deceivest.

In the time of distress thou acknowledgest not
thy son, who is hated by his master, on account
of thy wickedness.

Hear therefore, and pay attention.—She is a
treacherous step-mother, and perfidiously dashes
her children against a rock. Keep from her
doors, and turn your eyes from her habitation
for ever.

CHAP. XIIL

UPON the pillars of time which are so infirm,
shall I dare to repose ? The balance is supported
in a whirlwind, which continunally circulates,
and which there is no power to stop. Inan in-
stant of time, it mounts and descends, with a
diversity of motions, without number.

When [ refle@t on its circumference, and cone
template all its glory, I behold that vanity and
contempt are suspended to its root.

Even when I considerall its glittering splendor,
1 behold a serpent incircling the heel. The more
1 see it, the more I discover, that at the moment

H

oW PR3
by + 95% 90D ¢ P FRND WA NN
+FIPS 290D NE 1080 DN W
s yamabywenN R0 M
IN SWRW § MO0 KT IR S IN TN
N9 R TEDY BT N Y
MY NP YND TRy NEY NN
WPEALN * MO D2 I * IS
§TIN2PY PINITTTITING DN

»

P M IDET 3 Ty Mo
T PN+ P20 D3 ambn

mbya + W pon baamanes o
* P 2220 AN : B0 PN NI
STINTDY ¢ TIEYTED PMN N2Y 720 0N
T3 MY WIIRPIIN ¢ I3 N
R 0 BT oM ek 9D 2 3



32 AN INVESTISATION, &c.

Jam promised the greatest good, evil is designed.
Then do 1 remain mute, and quiet as a lamb,
full of wonder and absorbed in contemplation.—
Sorrowful on account of the past ; trembling for
the present ; and full of fear for the fufure,
treading with silent step, bearing the yoke against
my will, till the period of mortality, even til my
substance is lost, and my moisture dried up :
having beheld innumerable alterations, and, in
a short time, seen a multitude of changes.

CHAP. XIV.

*'TIME (saith a certain philosopher) is divine,
and cannot be comprehended. He erreth not,
but his words are just.

Wo to them, who with their eyes, have be-
held the miseries, which arise from the effe& of
time, and yet attach themselves more strongly to
it : who, notwithstanding the more they are
sported with and imposed on, defer to forsake

% Lest it should be imagined that the author, here falls
into the opinion of those, who asserted an eternity of
matter ; the translator thinks proper to observe, that a
dire& opposition is intended. The sentiment clearly ime
plies, when attentively considered, that from the minute-
ness ~f time, no more of it can be understood, than of the
natu'  of God, from his greatness : and in this view only,
does he support the idea of time being divine. The past,
is but a mere recolleftion ; the present, is gone befose
the smallest refle@ion can be indulged ; and the future no
one can discover,
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23 AN INVESTIGATION, &e.

the pleasures of the flesh.

Such, though they see their greatness is
rendered abominable, and that the abomination
increases, think not proper to quit the cause of
misery. Though time pours out an abundance
of punishment, and chastisement, dispensing in
the open streets, the greatest vexations ahd in-
juries, they do not consider ; neither will they
open their eyes. They delight in playing and
dancing : they rise early, to enjoy their festiv-
ities, and pursue their follies. To these char-
adters accidents appear as sport, and calamity a
cause for mockery.

CHAP. XV.

“@ HEN I look into the sacks of time, to
search for a golden cup, or precious candlestick,
or inquire if it possesses ability to honor, and
assist me, | discover, that it is deficient—not
able to help me, or remove my affliflions :
neither to command them to depart. It doesnot
possess a sceptre to rule, nor strength to com-
fort.

Notwithstanding it has selefled me from my
neighbours, and hidden me, in a pavillion of
safety, from the multitude of afflitions, and
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24 AN INVESTIGATION, &c.

distresses which rage, and the desolations which
take place—though it has elevated me, in com-
parison of my companions, and enabled me to
escape the destruélive snare, arising from
eleflion, it possesses no power to prote&t me
from the last conflit of nature, or exempt me
from the influence of fate.

When 1 consider the glory of the spheres, so
well arranged round me, wrapt up in the great
globe ; when I contemplate their movements
and their power, wisdom is lost, and under-
standing fails to discover their remoteness, dist-
ance and grandeur: they make this earth, placed
in the centre, resemble a miserable cavern, into
which is poured the superfluity of uncleanness,
and the filth of nature.

Then do 1 lift up my eyes, and carry my re-
fle@ions to the celestial host above me, and those
tens of thousands which constitute the armies
that surround me ; and the other beings, who
inhabit the corners of this cavern, the end of this
small point, the lowest, and most miserable part
of the universe. :

After having thus divided this valley into
climates, provinces, towns, and habitations, I
discover, that the place which I occupy, the
circuit of my residence : and, the shadow of my
roof, forming one of these little houses, may be
compared to the extent of a fly.

Against those powerful giants, who have cut

oy Nuna
mavasn noawn vh me Y
s5nb 1 bsb e st nowman
PO ¢ DM DYWAL DY I
NN Y32 o b msnn
D ¢ YMIWD DITDR OV 0D
552 s anbea MM - e paw
* aon 9o TaNn © ommTAN DT
¢ opmYMIWYY nnon e v
FENY PN S PO Y DMm¥p o
b3 1w 9 * HoBw MWn DRYEaND
VW ANWIY $ DITEASYY DWALI AT
M3 *  xbewn ommbya nrew
TIEPD MR AN PN Y DY o
90w MR TP FIEPD DR NN
owopwh AEYINT ne  nwpnn
TPND IR * TR MY M
* TP P S S D B
T INDITT AN IR T D TN



25 AN INVESTIGATION, &c.

out my grave before I began to exist, shall a
being, so weak as l am, dare to rise, or elevate
himself ?

During the progress of life, shall I assume the
arrogance to establish myself, apd aspire to reign,
when I refleét that they have power to bow me
down, and incline me which way they please.

What dominion shall a fly, deprived of his
wings, confined in a dungeon, and thrust in 3
cage, surrounded with the hosts of heaven, to
guard him on the right hand and the left, dare
to attribute to himself ?

Shall time enable me to escape, or deliver me
from one fear or anguish ; or proteét me from the
nets and snares, which those hosts have planned
for my footsteps, and digged for my feet, who

engaged before the time of my formation, to

condu& me thither ?
CHAP. XVL

THOSE great and admirable bodies, the Cre«

tor hus established, as ministers ; who continu-
ally rejoice to proclaim, without speech or voice
his. glory.

Admirably disposed, and eacellent in order,
without weariness they rehearse his righteous
aéls ; and not formed for sorrow, they serve the
Omnipotent, and know no trouble or distress.

Fhe Creator has invested them with power 7
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26 AN INVESTISATION, &C.

and, by the sublimity of his appointment, placed
them in different orders ; and appointed them
contrary movements : by which they subserve
many causes, and produce many effeéts in the
interior world—in animating dead bodies, and

disposing them to receive their figures ; they re- -

vive and cover them that are ashamed of their
nakedness.

Not to serve these perishable creatures were
they formed ; for they are more glorious than
them.

1t is far from the design of the Creator, to
humble those exalted ones, to the vile and abjeét;
and the immortal, to them that perish. :

For who will imagine that a wise manufa&turer,

will prepare tools of the value of ten thousand

talents, to form an iron needle.*
God created them in wisdom ; and with design;

and has reserved to himself, alone, the cogniz- -

ance :——yet in the movements they make, and
the appointments they fulfil, they are designated
with the commission, and satiated with the
benevolence of Deity, which qualifies them to
communicate to others, by the appointment of
the Fternal.

Sitting nearest to the Eternal, they first receive
the favor of heaven ; and the superfluity they
cast to the children of men, by which they exist.

* This sentence considered in an allegorical point of
view, admirably represents the apparent dignity of the

celestial hosts, and grandeur of the planetry system over

man. But, if confired to this view only, much injury is
done to the poet, low conceptions formed of the dignity
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-4 AN INVESTIGATION, &c.

CHAP. XVIL

I am young, but they are old ; I am the most
ignorant among men ; but their wisdom extends
beyond the wisdom of the sages.

Before I was formed in the womb, they have
made a bulwark to inclose me ; and before 1
came into the world, their nets were spread to
entangle me.

Searcely did I exist, before they seized every
avenue, in order to surprize me. The dust,
whereof my composition is formed, they gather~
ed, and with their right hand they bhave levelled
me.

Neither malice or bad intention led to this
conduét—but the effeét of that arrangement by
which they a&t. From the moment of my form=
ation, I have been but of a weak composition, a
slender frame, and disjointed members ; so that
whea the least accident arises, [ fall.

The heat of the sun attacks me ; the cold,
like a smooth-edged razor, and the terrible frost,
cut me asunder.

If I attach myself to intemperance, gluttony
will destroy my body, which is subjeét to in-
continence, and mutability. In a moment my
members will be disunited, and my glory be
brought low, and humbled to the bed, even to
sickness, till [ become equal with those whom I
once despised.

of man, and above all, the benevolence of God will
appear limited. Whoever attentively refle@is, wilk
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28 AN INVESTIGATION, &cC.

Then will it be seen, that my power was vain,
my riches insignificant, and every advantage,
with which 1 was honored during the period 1|
courted time, of no importance.

Gather now together the men of virtue;
let the physicians of Gilead attend, and those
most intimately acquamnted with my state, let
them not spare the drugs of health, but let them
investigate the healing precepts of antiquity,
study the wisest sciences of Egypt, and consult
the magi, if there be any that ean point out the
means, to restore my vigor, and repair what the
order of heaven has destroyed, from the moment
of my being.

Who among the wise men of Galilee can tell ?
To such as can, would I afford my house full of
silver and gold, to draw from the heaven fresh
strength, and cause to descend, ability to render
me again green as the tree, and restore me to
perfet health.

CHAP. XVIIL

BUT laying aside these refleQions can I flatter
myself with the company and friendship of time?
‘1 here are greater fears, and terrors more horrible,

readily perceive the evident superiority, and exalted scale
jn which man stands, connefled with the Deity. It was
in this high sense the poet spake, when in the firft chaprer
he said,—Constder this is the portion whick man has of God,
and the same whick God has of the umverse. This sentence
metaphyfically contemplated, will shew the cxalted idea
our author had of Ged. Convinced, from the peculia?
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29 AN INVESTIGATION, &c.

than those just mentioned, which God has sent
into this world, to cause me to vererate and
respe€t him.

Ata time when ['sit in my house, enjoying
the greatest tranjuility, a tempestuous wind may-
arise, that will split the loftiest rock, and de-
molish the strongest wall. In what security will
my body then be, though surrounded with ex-
tensive barriegs ?

Can | secure myself from the explosion of the
thunder, in the stormy day, which in an instant
may cause ruin ? Or, from the vivid lightning,
bursting from the windows of heaven ? When it
darts from the firmament, the earth quakes, and
not all its treasures can expel its power, To the
terrific flames, and destruf@ive lightning, no
enemy however formidable can be compared.

The quick descending rain, falls in torrents,
like the cataralt; swells the foaming surge,
overflows the provinces, and inundates ihe lower
places ; causes the mighty host to tremble and
adds to the rolling stream, till all the streets and
public places, ate covered with the accumuiated
torrent.

Sometimes the waters half-condensed, with the
greatness of the frost, causeth the snow to de-
scend. No walls or shelter, afford a safe retreat
from the condensing power.

At other times, the waters quite congealed, are

and astonishing capacity ofthe intelligence of man,that the sou)

must form a portion of the essence of Deity, hé ~could notbut

ussert, on theone hand, the origin of the divine principle,

wid on e othier the <laim of its zuthor, Contemplating thg
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30 AN INVESTIEGATION, &e.

petrified into hail stones, which, in their fa!l, re-
presents the stone drawn from the marble quarry.
They break down all opposition, and destroy
the finest trees.

What power, on earth, can resist these afls ;
or, what prosperity afford proteétion, and point
out a place of refuge ?

Consider, my companions, that the Omnipo-
tence of the Eternal, has placed arrows in the
power of the sun, and set his rainbow in the
clouds ; whilst I, a poor miserable being, am
sent here as a mark, to receive the arrows of the
tempest, which never fail to hit me ; and what-
soever time and fortune have placed under e,
together with all the riches of the world, and
whatsoever man can wish to enjoy, will not
qualify me to resist the shaft, or diminish the
intention of the Almighty’s archers, who threaten
me. From all these disasters my sonl only re-
mains free. .

CHAP. XIX.

IF however, through the mercy of the Eternal,
¥ escape the confusions and accidents of nature,
which exist in those signs, and wonderful things

subject in this light, God may be said, to have expended an
incalculable number of talents, to form an iron needie. The
apparent depression of man, may lead him to be considered as
insignificant ; bug; when his immortality is viewed, it ther
appears, that the Rosts of leaven, together with all the
morning stars, are subservient to his good ; and consequently,
agents in the hands of the Almighty, to promote the happt-
ness of his favorite man. The revelation which he bhas
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3t AN INVESTIGATION, &c.

in heaven and earth, whic¢h are rare, and tike
place at times very remote, from one another ;
can my valor and the foree of my hands, dehver
me from the plagues that arise, trom the change
of seasons, which perpetually vary, producing
a multitude of renewals ?

The spring will not leave me peaceful, but
rea.dy to burst, like new bottles, through fresh
pains.

The summer renders my life tiresome ; afflifls
me withdifferentevils, destroys with the violence
of a burning fever, the tranquility of that repose
1 should enjoy.

The autumn exposes me to death ; and teaches
me not to rely too much to its assistance.
~ The winter produces a vehement cold ; and
the heavy rains devour me without cause.

It appears as if the heavens moved only witha
view to exhibit their mighty movements, to cause
me to pass from evil to evil, and also to remove
me from one afli€lion to.another ; and this when
all the seasons move in due order of nature, as
they ought to do ; but when they are disordered,
they cause more trouble, and produce greater

in.

When a strange phenomenon, produces the
conjunélion of a planet with the sun, then it re-
doubles the vehemence, arising from the proper
disposition of the season, to such a degree as
makes it impossible to support it, or it does not
possess a quality adequate to repair, or make

coundescended to impart, points out his benevolent care on
gran’s behalf. | am (saith he) the Ged of Abraham, of
Tsaac, and Jacob. Ephrum is my Yeloved, No mention i3
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32 AN INVESTIGATION, &e.

amends for the deficiency, arising from the pre«
eeding season.

These changes excite in my members new
pains, and troubles ; and also stir up the old
ones, which I am unable to support.

When the stars, in their orbs, appear as mak-
ing war one with another, for the sake of some
opposition, they have in the order of their alions,
}, poor and miserable as | am, with all my share
of this world, which is nothing but vanity,/be-
hold that they come to announce my ruin, in
this low and barren part of the universe.

They point their spears against me : the arch-
ers surround me.  How shall I support the fury
of their hatred, and malice ?

1f length of days, and fortune have delivered
me from other adversities, and terrors, can it ex+
empt me from these ?

CHAP. XX.

IF however, 1am spared, who can insure me
the stability of my seed >~Who knows if time
will not withdraw those favors it has granted,

made of his being the God of Michael, of Gabriel, or any
ather § though, when consideted as the God of the univeise,
ke is God over all ; but of no other than man has he asserted
himself, with an individugl relation to be God in such & par-
ticular manner. The surprizing miracles, wrought by Moses;
and the various interpositions of providence, on behalf of
man, mentioned in holy writ, together with the divine
assistance, evidently communicated in many instances,
whereby man was qualified to impede that great luminary
the sun, inits dwrnal revolution, togethier with the declara-
tion of the royal psalmist, that the Lord willfulfil the desire
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33 AN INVESTIGATION, &c.

and treat my posterity with cruelty, after 1 am
reduced to dust ?

Instead of keeping continually with me, dis-
pensing its favors and gifts, it may, at the hour
of death break off its alliance.

Though this forms one of the affliftions that
generally await men, [ tremble not for it ; neither
do I torment myself. For, of what importance
is it, to me, whether those who come after me,
feed a vast multitude of flocks, on the mountains,
or dwell with the solitary fold, in the desart ?

Where is the wise man that will feel sorrow,
anticipate distress, or impose trouble on himself,
merely for those things ? or, mourn for what will
bappen, in a distant period of time, if peace ex=
ists in his own days ?

The complaints that I miake are direfted to
my own state ; and the time which betrays me,
when | refle€t that all my possessions are vain
appearances ; all my riches and glory subjeé to
mlany changes and alterations ; liable to be
trodden under foot all the days of my life—Then
1 consider, and carry my thoughts to the period
of old age, and refle@ on the infirmities con-
nefted therewith, and that | can receive no
consolation.

O ye heavens be astonished ! Why did the
Eternal create beings, so beautiful and perfeé&t,
and then cut them down with his sword ?

Shall he command the soul, whick had its

of them that fear him, place the declaration, under con-
sideration, in so conspicuous a tight, that it is unnecessary %o
add any thing further,
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34 AN INVESTIGATION, &e.

origin from heaven, to depart {rom the orchard.

of Eden, to so mean a country, to putrety and
become food for the worm ?

Why, like the lions, should they be cursed,
and their young ones filled with fear ; the lambs,
wither ; the most noble, turn pale ; the mighty,
delighted with dishonarable things ; the young
man, seek to hide himself in a hole ; and, the
captains, suffered to fall, like the menial servant,
into ditches and snares ?

Hear O heaven ; and tremble O earth ; when
ye behold the soul quit its principal work, which
never ceases to reduce its spirit, of so inestima-
ble value, to solitary things; and cause to
descend, a frame of so high a degree of perfeétion,
into the shadows of death, since man was placed
upon earth.

CHAP. XXI

BUT if my misfortunes depend on myself,
and are the result of my aftions, what avail is
my cries and complaints ?

Why, O thou Eternal, shall I supplicate from
thee, life and mercy, if my own heart meditates
my destruclion - —If I aét not on my own behalf,
who shall for me ?

What use is the great friendship, thou madest
appear to my soul, if I hate her ? If my hands
affli&l and torment me with vanities, how canst
thou rejoice me with thy aéiings ?

If my imaginations rob me of my glory and
excellence, what advantage is it if thou adornest
me with splendor ?
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35 AN INVESTIGATION, &c.

If I cast away, and reje& the good which
comes from thee, in such abundance, what pre-
sent, O thou Eternal God, wilt thou grant me ?

CHAP. XXIIL

O Gop, thou knowest man ; thou discernest
his words, and from thee, his thoughts are not
hid. Thou determinest his limits, searchest his
inward parts ; and investigatest all his members.

His proje@s, to create happiness, and the
windows of his intention, are open and manifest
to thy knowledge.

Thou hast formed snares, as the ministers of
thine anger, to surprize him in his bad designs.
Thou rulest over his arrogance.

Thou surroundest his provinces ; orderest his
princes, and governors ; and those that furnish
his necessaries, provide his bread, increase his
flax, his oil, and drink. His ways thou estab-
lishest.

Those whom he has to instrnét, and such as
are born in his house, destined to serve him,
thou carest for. The wings of the morning thou
expandest. His days and nights thou renderest
firm. The days of his hife thou numberest.

Thou settest on high, those that were in the
most profound cavern, and such as were ex-
alted above them, are swallowed up in obscurity.
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36 AN INVEsSTIGATION, &C.

With the rod of thine anger thou throwest
from heaven, upon earth, the mighty and noble.

Through thy favor and assistance, he that is
situate on the dunghill, thou elevatest to heaven.

Thou formest an alliance with those, who
obey thy law and delight in justice. The heads
of the ignorant thou bruisest. Thou searchest
their heart, and triest their reins, and knowest
all their wotk.

The loftiest part of the earth is thy footstool.

Thou art far beyond the reach of the most ex-
alted creatures, who raise their heads to magnify
thee, and proclaim thy dominicn. In that place
thy strength is uasearchable. There is the
chariot of thy glory, and there, thou sayest, I
am alone, and beside me there is none other.
‘There thou shewest thy grandeur, glory «nd
power ; and thus glorious, declarest thy un-
limited sovereignty.

Though thou art above all creatures and
things, thy watchful eye is below. Thou seest
from the beginning of our years, and to the end
thereof.

Thou art removed far from our vanities, and
yet thou discernest and beholdest them.

Thou art, in a marvelloas manner, elevated
above all our allions, and yet the remembrance
of them is ever before thee,
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37 AN INVESTIGATION, &c.

CHAP. XXIIL

O Gon ! is there any thing transpires, the
secret of which thou knowest not, before it begins
to exist ?

Is there any a&, ever so great, or minute, that
passes in my thought, however secret, of which
thou hast no knowledge.

The highest heavens are low in comparison of
thy wisdom, and glory ; and sull thou art ac-
quainted with all that passes in this low valley,
that we inhabit, which is the lowest part of the
universe !

Shall we wonder, that thou only hast the
knowledge of it ? or, that thou comprehendest
such a variety of aétions, at one glance, et the
termination be what it may ?

Thou also art acquainted with every particular,
which, day by day, is renewed, and change
without number and end.

All things, which are not yet in being, but
which will come to pass, thou knowest with
unerring knowledge.

Whether the effe&t will follow the cause, ot
assume an unexpeéted change, thou knowest.
M
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38 AN INVESTIEATION, &c.

The remote contingences of all things, and
the adtunal termination of every event, * without
infringing on the eiection of man, thou coinpre-
hendest, with the most perfeét knowledge.

O G»d ! who besides thyself knowest those
things ? Our knowledge is imperleét and vain :
Our sciences fail to determine how thou knowest
us.  Who can bear comparison with thysel'?

Thou formedst all things ; and, whatever we
behold, belongs to thee, as well what is secret,
as what is revealed.

Who that beholds this, but is persuaded, that
thy providence extends to all thou hast formed,
for can the potter remain ignorant of his work ?

Whatever thy wisdom saw fit thou hast pro-
duced, and thou hast enveloped our knowledge
with the curtains of obscurity, while the secret
remains recorded in the seripture of truth.

O God! thou art the truth itself. How shall
the scornful know, and the children of error be
impressed, with the knowledge of what thou art.

Behold, the angels comprehend not the full
secret of the writing, thou hast engraven on the
tablets of their hearts ; and how shall we be able
to understand, when no man can read it.

Thou puttest no confidence in the saints;
who believe on thee continually. How then,

¥ The learned Mamonides, who puts this question ; It
the foreknowledge of God renders every ev.nt, clear be-
fore him, does it not limit the e'eflivn of man, and con-
sequently render vain the equity ot reward and punishe
ment ; replies from Isaiash— My though:s are nor your
thouglrs, neither are my ways your ways. What te
intends to convey is, that God and his knowledge ars

oYy M
1o 523 770 w3 * DFDN Pan MmN
VP * NI MO AT £ by
NI DT MY BY AT PN SR
"B ON R TN 52 09 ¢ ey T
*NITTH PN N N 530 ame e
oo aab mrwy M ub manon
¢ w3 wbann awn s ¢ xbom
N PoNYI 3T ¢ A aben
TIONT R 92 NNEDIT PR ey
* AT P3O M NwaAd masnm
NI DDV ¢ DY 0Y00n o8
FINR 3 DN JMON 2R DMR2 o
:TINN NI IUONTY * 29N 3125 My
*mow 3 8% R oY e yminm
72038 D Yy vy N9 owuRYT M
TV TN DITIMYS T AN
v ams v e nab T N
DIWIIMENTA TN TP P



39 AN INVESTIGATION, &c.

shalt thou bless, with thy influence, those who
revolt against their King and God ?
How shall an inseé, contemptible as a fly,
find favor in thy sight, or aspire to know thee ?
The termination, of the knowledge we have
of thee, is, that we know thee not.

CHAP. XXIV.

THE fruit of our labor, and the result of our
inquiry is, that we know thou art. By con-
templating what thou art not, || we kindle a dis-
position to pay thee homage, in thy holy temple;
and, by the intelligence, arising from this view,
we are led to adore thee.

How ! shall thy nature remain hid, while the
glory of thy wonderful works shines so con-
spicuous.

From the most intimate knowledge we have
of thee, we are constrained to acknowledge, that
our deficiency renders it dark ; and withall, that
we are not excluded to know thy greatness ;
for the degree in which it is hidden, bears test-

not distin& ; and as we cannot comprehend the former,
it is absard to make any inquiries with respe& to the laugr.
The sentiment therefore of the poet is in unison with the
inspired Prophet, and consequently just  The translator
would considerably extend this note, which is of such
importance to be rightly understood, were it not, that if
accurately discussed, it would exceed the work now
translating.

|| Reference to the case of Moses, who desired to see the

glory of God, will best explain what is here intended. God
said, ¢ Thou canst not sec my face, for there shall ko man

oy mena
WA C WA POTN TN ¢ ENDND
©wNI I TN ON ITIINDY 10933
I I AYIP ¢ T PIYR N
e VP Pl B

3

bom upm A+ Ny IR DN
Py o mhonwnn 9wy

* rvbow nep mawna 1% epwnn
PN ¢ eoa pan AP Wl
TR 2 e e 2 PN
T WIS DDIB IOy N oy
A oM YO oMY oM
berra et 923 89 sy + ot b
Thy T nonpn s ¢ o ond
*AMNIT AR o WD avgpind
PP INN AP N Db



40 AN INVESTIGATION, &ec.

imony of thy being, to those who cannot coms
prehend it, as well as those who do.

So the mole, which cannot support the
splendor of the sun, on account of the impedi-
ment of his organs, yet nevertheless is sensible
of the strength of the light, even while it is
compelled to run off from it, while the eagle
discovers the true and real figure, by approach-
ing to it, and rejoices in its splendor, and though
the medium of intelligence may be different,
their knowledge, perhaps, resembles each other.

CHAP. XXV.

THY knowledge, O God, surpasseth the
knowledge of all.

Thy works demonstrate, that thy wisdom ex-
celleth the wisdoin of the wisest : for thou hast
created works, which cannot be expressed,
wonderfully grand, surpassing all imagination.

In the formation of my figure, thou hast
created admirable things.

In the beginging, thou madest the body of a
vile and abje&l nature, plunged in the abyss of
misery, and woe ; then a spirit noble and glori-
ous, sensible of the dignily of its extraélion,

¢ see me and live.’---Now, as was before observed, it is
impossible to know what God 15, the dorine is, thatall the
knowledge we can attain, is an idea what God is not ; and the
further we go in discovering what he is not, the nearer we
approach to a knowledge of what he is : and this is what is
meant by the conclusion of the passage, ¢ Thou shalt see my
+¢ back part,” i. e. what Iam not) ** But my face " that i3
my bemg) * Shall not be seen.”
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41 AN INVESTIGATION, &,

which may rise up again, to become a shining
luminary.

O Eternal God, thou art magnified by the
disposition of a work, so wondertully ordered in
its formation,

"How admirable are thy ations, in the sight of
the soul that comprehends it.

Thou hast designated this soul, drawn from
the palace of a king, to inhabit this miserable
tent, to live as a stranger in a low abode, to be-
come a rose of the cavern.

‘Thou hast hewn out, for its habitation, a
narrow bed, in the centre of the brain, more
obscure than darkness itself.

Thou hast prepared a house, and disposed for
its throne, a gloomy pavillion.

Thou hast conneéted with it clods of rotten-
ness, bounded by the spine.

‘Thou hast covered the members with moisture
—thus is the sun darkened, and daubed with
clay,

CHAP. XXVIL

THIS soul, the daughter of a king all glorious
within, remembers the dignity of her family,
and her father’s house, yet knows not who
brought her hither. '
Through the excellence of her mind, she
brings to her recollelion the glory of her solitude,
N
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43 AN INVESTIGATION, &c.

and carries her reflefions to the quarry from
whence she was drawn.

Shall not the privation she endures, and the
corpuption she beholds, cause her to tremble,
when she considers the time she was adorned,
like a spouse, with precious jewe)s.

She grieves that she was sent from a place of
tranquility and repose, to a situation of misery
and woe, to serve the body : and divested of a
royal hahitation, to glean in the field, and gather
her bread by the sweat of her brow.

Shall this star of the twilight cleave to the
dunghill, and become filled with shame ?

During the time of her youth she affliéts her-
self greatly, for her father has covered her with
shame—She covers herself with the veil of
widowhood, and faints for want of courage.

Why has God treated her thus, and transported
the tabernacle of her abode, among strangers
whom she knows not ; and placed in a desart,
this amiable hind, which for delicacy, can
scarcely put a foot to the ground ?

If her greator has sold her, and her Maker
grieved her, given her the dust for her food,
and compelied her to taste the clods of the earth,
and eaused her to fret, surely she has reason to
be grieved, and become mute.

If her father spits in her face, has she no cause
to be ashamed, while, in the interim, her shame
causeth her to tremble.

Seeing the impurity attached to the skirts of
her robes, she exclaims—Have | not been stolen

|
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43 AN INVESTIGATION, &e.

from a place of honor and perfeftion ? and here
have done nothing to repair my defefis.—Surely
it would be better, if 1 was with those who
never were here.—To the extent of my strength
i will serve my God, and go up to the house of
my father with columns of incence : and with
all my power, | will endeavor to resemble the
Most High. Neither will 1 depart from the
precepts of that conduét, which is derived from
the stars of his firmament. Now do I know,
that God has sent me here, to animate, with a
degree of life, the inhabitants of the earth, which,
without me, would be dead. His wisdom never
had a design to destroy me ; but to make them
live ; not to depreciate my honor, but increase
their glory. 1fa wind has carried me off, and
thrown me in a cavern, 1 shall afterwards be
crowned with the glory of God : When | have
finished my embassy, then, as my strength was,
so will it be again, to remain in his palace.

Behold it is now high day ; and though I am
pluoged in the deep mire, the glory of God will
fall like the dew, around my camp, to enlighten
the abscurity of my eyes.

Notwithstanding 1 was put into this well, yet
can | discern an abundance of benediétion, and
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44 AN INVESTIGCATION, &C.

an affence of grace throughmy eleftion) which
will overfluw all the banks, and, from the extent
of it, be sufficient to pass to the * neighbouring
Eowers, till my body, which is near to me, is

rought to he numbered among the souls, so as

not, any more, to serve itself, with sensual
operations, er corporal aéiions.

CHAP. XXVIIL

As the intelieélual, covets the company of the
body, to promote its prosperity, I have parted
with my glory to its powers.

To every one have | given, according to their
exigeney.

With my glorious perfume, have they been
embalmed, in abundance.

In the day when they negle@l to study to
succor me, when violent affections, and a long
train of voluptuousness and pleasure seduces
ihem, when they feed on the herbs of content-
ment (which will in the end be bitter) to satisfy
their animal lite, and feed only the wind, that
moves upon the face of the flame Kindled by their
vanity,

* By this expression, which repeatedly occurs, andty
a reader unaccustomed o the hebrew diétion may appear
singular, the transia‘or solicics permission to state, that
the senses are to be undersivod.
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45 AN INY:STICAYioN, &c.

With the words of 1rnth will § endeavoer to
dissuade them, from following those that desire
my destrucfion, and to forsake those that wish
my rain, saying—Why, my frieads, do you
seek misery, and foliow after those enemies which
cause you to err ? Leave these pearls and eorals,
to the ignorant and senseless, Know you not,
that we have sciences to instruét ? and yet we
care nol to reign through them, but fall into
sin ! 1 am among you, like a fleece of wool upon
the parched and dry earth. When the dew
falls, it is poured upon the fleece, but the earth
remaineth dry ; and after moving the drops, the
place still resents the benefieience and the
moisture, by the proximity of the wool ; but
when it remaineth dry, notwithstanding its soft-
ness, how shall it render moist the parched earth?
So then will 1 study to render perlect
iny ways, and attach myself to the mflu-
ence and grace of God till I am enabled
to say, within myself, I shall live, and
prosper under his shadow ; and upon my account
you will also be blessed, for the grace of God
falls upon those that belong to me, and shall
bless you for my sake. But if you forsake me,
te dress yourself with the vain honor of time, to
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46 AN INVESTIGATION, &ec.

array yourself in the earth of Ophir, and cover
you with gold dust, then do you becoine my
persecutors, and make yourself my adversaries !
~—O ! how easy is it for you to cut the thread of
mercy, thatextends to me. Moreover, 1 shall
be beset with a multitude of obstacles that hinder

me, and the difficulties of time that surround -

me. Those that endeavored to carry off my
felicity, they will take away what 1 hold most
precious ; and you, that are by nature inclined
to corruption, will be destroyed first. Your
company will be but snares, to destroy me with
you. Then will follow a change of resolutions ;
you will call for deliverance : But wherefrom
shall I then be able to save you ? lsit from the
harvest of sciences that I have forgotten ? Or,
with my vigor and strength, that I have reject.
ed ? If we receive not the good from God, neither
to you or me, will be prosperity.

CHAP., XXVII,

O my King and God, these are the words of

that rational soul (thy servant) which thou hast
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47 AN INVESTIGATION, &CW

formed, to render me, at all fimes, a speclacle
of thy pleasure.

From the result of her actions, and the cor-
rection of her neighbouring powers, whrich thow
hast given to serve her, and obey her commands,
her abode in the body is rendered pleasant.
~—She prefers, as her engagement, the
service and science of God, she loves the com-
forts of a life, far from the superfluities of the
world ; and delights in contemplation, whieh
are the steps, by which she ascends to her
ariginal abode, and to the furrows of her plant-
ation, to cultivate, and water the garden of
Eden.

So that after the time of her old age, she may
renew her strength, and behold the salvation of
God, which manifests his presence among them,

By these means, she is relieved from the earth,
till she mounts in peace, to her fathers house,
to become as she was in the time of her youth,—
to descend no more.

CHAP. XXIX.

DUR[NC the days that this daughter of the
King, is connefled with her miserable hody,
how are her thoughts troubled ? How great
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48 AN INVESTIGATION, &cC.

is her affliction, the want of intelligence is
great between them. «

In their tents they strive together, and mur-
mur, and there is no one to deliver them.

Woe to the house thus filled with the quarrel
of the husband, and wife, who during their lite,
irritate one another, with maledi&ion, cruel as
death, and violent as the thorns and briars.
Their discourse is as the noise and crackling of
thorns, and the violent cries of the wounded and
aflifled. They destroy the figure of their faces,
which from a field of the finest olives, appears
covered with thorns and thistles, or as the fire
devouring the four corners of a house.

This is the portrait of the soul and the body,
during their union—The latter cultivates decep-
tlon ; while the former dehights to abide in the
tents of learning. The soul endeavors to join
herself with the Eternal, and purify herself from
the uncleanness and impurity, with which they
wished to defile her, while the body gives itself
up to shame and folly.

From'the womb it goes astray, quits its Creator,
throws off the yoke of God, and mocks his glory;
forms for itself a ceiling of mar-le and porphyry,
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49 AN INVESTIGATION, .

holds in its band, a light, to set fire to the
house, and extermina‘e all sanétity.

The soul thus afflicled, goss to draw water
from the sanfluary, to extinguish the fire ; and
from her aftions, and the result of her sense. is
enabled to put an end to it, and deliver herself
from embarrassment.

The body cannot hinder her, nor prevent the
influence of a favorable rain, on the myrtles, in
this cavern.

All the cries, and multitude of aflitions will
not divert or interrupt the heart, from meditating
on spiritual things.

She looks through the holes,—the oppressions
of life, she beholds through the windows, the
ignominy of her days ; she makes an opening in
the body, and, like the aurora, breaks forth, to
find what is equivalent to her among all creatures,
and to learn, if, in the eyes of her master, she is
agreeable. .

With the angels she endeavors to be recon-
ciled. She awakes from her slumber, and looks
atientively with the apples of her eye, through
the windows of the earth, which she is surround-
ed with : she minutely considers from the place
where she is hidden.

Her recompence will be hy measure of the
gifis she offers.

The excellence of the place of her birth,
whither she hopes to return ; will be according
to the traffic she made in the world, and the ex-
tent of her work,
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50 AN INVESTIGATION, e,

Sometimes the price of a dog is her_ offering.

The pleasures of the world, which is Like the
hire of a stubborn harlot were her delight.

Sometimes her dealings and gitts are con-
secrated to the kternal—At one time she is
carried upon tue wings of the seraphs, of the
God of Israel, to a place of repose, and tran-
quility ; and at other times, the god of darkness
inherits her.

God has established various departments,
adapted for her punishment or reward.

It she remains in innocence and purity, she is
introduced to the counsel of the saints, that
stand before him. When she becomes refraétory
and departs from his precepts, she is reduced to
nothing. '

In the height of her folly and imperfefiion, a
cruel angel is destined to reign over her, so that
when she ascends the summit-of the highest
mountain, she is made to descend to the lowest,
and most low habitation.

CHAP. XXX.

BUT why shall [ betray my soul, and deliver
her up into the hands of the cruel, who will

have no mercy ?
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51 AN INVESTIGATION, &c.

O God! thou that hast ordered this spirit,
which is thine, to repose under my shadow,
remain with me, and be carried in my arms, to
sleep in my bosom, and become the spouse of
my youth? shall 1 deal treacherously towards
the love of my espousals ? shall | forget my right
hand, and, take away the right that she ought
to enjoy, and send her to a place of reproach
and contempt ?

Behold ! how good, and how pleasant it is, to
enable her to mount to the highest heaven, and
be there entertained, than to diminish and debase
her glory, in a cavern of trouble, and coniusion.

Surely it is more wise to cultivate the excell-
ency of her desire, aspiring to the Most High,
than to make her hated in my reins. It is better
to relinquish her to thee, than to give her up to
ignominy and shame.

CHAP. XXXI

THOU, O God, beholdest the heart of man,
and also the externa! appearance. The most
subtle cannot deceive thee.

In the eyes of man, he may appear * strong
and valiant, while he attends but to his body,

* In the translation of this, and the subsequent sen-
tence, the translator has not indulged the smallest liberty
with his author ; but studioufly atiended to the hebrew,
and therefore, lest the phrases should be misunderstood,
he thinks proper to observe : that, by the expression,
$TRONG and YALIANT, bodjly strength is ot to be uny
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11 AN INVESTICATION, &c.

and negleés to offer incense, or pour forth oil,
to the praise of thy holy name.

The proud who were hurled to the abyss of
hell, through poverty of § spirit, and for cruel
bondage expelled the garden of Kden, are not
able to elude thee.

_The thoughts of the heart of man, whether
dire@ted to good, or tending to evil thou dis-
cernest.

Thou judgest his secret projedls, as we!l
as his ations—which are manifest.

The afflitions of those who serve thee, with
all their heart, thou seest, though their integrity
be not known to the world.

"The falshood, and dissimulation of the scorn-
ful, and those that oppress and plunder the poor,
however they may afflict themselves with fast-
ing, and crying, thou knowest.

He that meditates fraud, and disguises his
discourse thou cursest.

Thou dispensest not thy covenant of peace, to
those whose hearts are not influenced by the
movement of the lips.

He that delights in wickedness and violence,
and yet makes many prayers thou hatest.

‘['bou searchest the vain counsels of man, and
seest his broken projeéts.

derstool, but an abiliy to surmount the tendency of the
passions—according to the idea given by the 1almudists,

§ The phrascology of 1his sentence, appears evidenly
founded on the fixth thapter of Levit. and the lauet
ctause of the nin b verse ; and alludes to the tyranny of
the infeiior part of man, over the more noble and
spiritual,
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53 AN INVESTIGATION, &cC.

The ® divided hoof. and the impurity wh-ch
dwells within, thou art acquainted with. "Though
the hands may be elevated to heaven, thopu be-
holdest the snares which he spreadeth.

Defeat, O God, the ohjeft of their counsels
that they may fail ! Envelope their path, so that
they shall not return Turn back their heart,
that they may not be delivered ; and take away
their sight, so that they may never ascend.

CHAP. XXXII

WHO shall first ascend the mountain of the
Eternal, the place where are the concerns of the
great King, the throne of his justice, where all
his secrets are revealed, and brought to light.

Who shall boast that he helongs to the King
of Israel, or go round § Mizpah, and arrive in
the house of God.

He whose sentiments ate pure, and free from
vanity, who possesses a branch hearing the fruit
of virtue, who rejoices in affliflion, and loves

# The many biblical expressions sele@ed by the author,
render it nccessary, in some instances, to p+y a paniicular
regard to the spirit and construflion of the scmwences.
The present, when compared with that on which it is
founded, recorded in the 11th chapter, and 7th veise of
Levit. will fully explain whdr is iti-ended.

§ The sense in which this word is here used, will not,
of ‘course, be understoad in a geological point of view,
bu: as referring 1o an exercise of the reflcéting facalties.
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54 AN INVESTICATION, &ec.

the orders of God—attributes the canse of his
affl.ctions, to his a&tions, and worships God at
all times, and under every circumstance.—lle
will enter into his house, and worship him n his
halace.

With his hands, he shall pluck as much fruit
of the tree of knowledge as he can enjoy ; and,
at the same time, extend his arm to the tree of
life ; with humility he will eat of it, and live for
ever.

Therefore will 1 purify my reins, and the un-
pleasing plaster will | remove.

I will form discourses of instru&ion, and re-
proof, before the time ot my departure, when I
shall be deprived the opportunity of entertaining
my heart.

CHAP. XXXIIL

O my heart ! my heart! the law and man
when in union, form a divine light upon earth.

The law is the flame that refle@s from the
celestial fire, emanatinyg from the source of light.
Man in his two parts formeth the lamp, in
which the light is displayed.

The body resembleth the wick, and the soul
the oil of a pure olive.—1f they agree together,
the whele editice is in splendor,
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55 AN INVESTIGATION, &C.

The treasures of providence are uncovered to
the eyes, and the high secrets of all command-
ments are communicated ;—through which he
may glory and obtain immortality, and possess,
what in time, is most precious, and what the
soul most wishes for.

But when he declines to observe this glorious
scripture of the law, he is, in the height of time,
like an uninstrufled man in a terrible desart—
like the traveller uninformed of his way in a
tempestuous night, lost in the storm, and violent
rain ; without refuge or support in a dark and
slippery path, persecuted by the angel of God.
In what manner shall he save himself ?

Learn, then, that their union is the mercy of
God, which he has granted to his creatures :
but their disunion, the work of the hands of
man. Learn also, that thy hand has done it,
and placed thee in this condition.

CHAP. XXXIV.

O my heart ! call to memory thy Creator :
he has put into thy hands, by way of trust, a
dignified soul.

As a stranger upon earth, she retires into thy
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56 AN INCEsTiGAtiON, &c.

house. As a passenger she Mys herself down
in thy bosom, to pass the night there—and dur-
ing the tnne she was placed in this prison—this
house of obscurity, she lilts up her eyes to the
place from whence she was drawn.

She refle€is on the humility of her s:ate, and
he sublimity of those companions from whom
she descended, who rest in the summit of heaven,

and inhabit a place of holiness, while she is in’

mourning.

Have pity on her; speak to her words of
comfort, for none but you can deliver her.

She is with you, like a sparrow in the hands
of a wanton youth.

It beholdeth others, fluttering to the right
hand and the left, and returning to their nests.

Through the wickedness of this wanton, that
retains it, its heart is filled with sadness &nd
grief.

1 you will not lay hands on this depositurn,
Bonor her ; sit in solitude, to serve and guard her.

Why will you petplex yourself with confused
opinions, and embroil yourself in a multjtude of
concerns, to increase your troubles and afflic~
tions ; and consider not the affairs of your soul,
of so greai an extent, while the days of your
years are too short, to attain thither,

If however you live two thousand years,
what you seek for is remote ; how mueh more
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57 AN INVESTIGATION, &ec.

then, when the days of the yeais of your pil-
grimage are so short, and filled with misery,
and prevent a full attainment of knowledge.

CHAP. XXXV,

GIVE ear and listen with attention, and I
will teach you what shall prove beneficial.

Consider, O my heart, that time creates folly,
and causeth a multitude of pain. Abandon her,
and be content with what thine eyes shall see,
to take of it unly that which is necessary to life.

With the most exquisite things of the earth,
necessary to thy preservation learn temperance.

Yet for relief and contentment, take of the
sweets of life with prudence, Beware of super~
fluity, and leave the excess for those who re-
semble the beasts of the field.

“What hast thou to do with merchandize,
which. is subje@ ‘to decay, and treasures that
consume ?

The bustle of the multitude is nothing but a
continual dream, and the end thereof proves,
that the body falls into death, before its time,

R

ey myma
< AT ST W Y3 M1 TNV DI
+ op MW e &Y ¢ oYM g
B RN

nb

AN ¢ Dyand oombr - uw Wy
* bop oy ¢ e D3 - 439

PNV DBADA ¢ VIMSA § DYDY han
* b mIoT s ¢ ey
“yhamaoy : mommnpsb s
peed Yx o C PNt Awm
C NN APty w3t s MM
Armab YaNDS T ¢ DA T SN
3 ' nbowrmTsn Y Cen
793wy A - apy Mt P
YAMND NN DI DONTN DN
OB e B e R E el 4



58 AN INVEITIGATION, &c.

and the spirit is reduced to a level, with the
beast.

O my heart! let this drean: be for thy enemies,
and the explication fall on thy adversariss.

This is the advice, and these the lessons 1
give, if thoy will but hearken—if yet thou will
attend, while thy branch is green and verdant,
while there is no cloud to envelope thy sun,
while thou possessest strength to fiee to the host,
and are nimble and swift as a roe-buck to attain
preferment, and seek deliverance.

By the integrity of thy life, the sweetness of
thy manners, and the purity of thy example,
those that are dull may be aroused, and such as
are given to perpetual slumbering be awakened.

Why layest thou down to sleep? Why art
thou so indolent in delivering others ? Whilst
thou art but a shadow upon earth, and acquitt-
est not thyself of the sin of laziness, and ignor-
ance.

Arise, and seek after wisdom, that thou may-
est be found, and delivered, before the evil days
overtake thee.

When the gray hairs increase, infirmitities
arrive, and thou answerest with a weak and
feeble voice, thy courage will sink into effemin-
acy ; and the company of time, which has de-
ceived, will make a mock at thee. Thy leaves
will wither, and the opportunity of doing good
will be past. ‘There will be no more strength,
to go out or come in. Thy lot will be the cup
of trembling for thy past wickedness and misery.
Thy beauty will be worn out, through the in.
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59 AN INVESTIGATION, &cC.

firmities of age, and time who has hrought thce
up, will then deny thee.

Having sold thy youth to thy enemies, no one
will be sorrowful for thy sake, or of the evil that
awaits thee. Thy sentiments will also change
their objects, and acknowledge their esror,

They will consider what they have destroyed,
saying what have we done, to let pass the pre-
ceding days which were destined to serve us, in
vain ? They have been better than the present,
to enable us to animate the soul and lortify it
with courage.

Notwithstanding thou imaginest that the days
of thy youth will endure as long as those of the
heavens, and that there remaineth times to do
good and evil, and by such means delightest
thyself with offending God te day, and hopest to
return to him, with penitence tomorrow, while
it is to day in thy power to abandon these re-
bellious thoughts, and this perversity of aflion,
it is a lie which thou alledgest.

For the days of thy life, upon earth, are
nothing but vanity ; and the more thou negledi«
est to do good, by continual delays, till the
following day, the fusther thou removest thy-
self from perfe@ion.

The oftener thou sayest I will reform, when I
am at leisure, thou redoublest thy folly; for

-
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6o AN INVESTICATION, &c.

who can tell whether thou shalt behold the light
of the morning sun, and be favored, on the
inorrow, with the means thou promisedst thy-
self.

Thou puttest thy trust upon a world, which
appertaineth not to thee

Learn therefore, that the hope thou entertain-
est of profit, and salvation, will remain for ever
deceitful, if, in this world, which lasts but for 4
night, thou dost not redeem thy soul.

CHAP. XXXV

O my heart ! after having beheld thee with
great earnestness and affeétion, endeavoring to
reach the perfeftion of the soul, then have 1
beheld thee, laying down and slumbering in the
lap of time, to take a nights repose in the arnins
of love.

To attain one, and at the same time, attach
thyself to the other, is not within thy power.

Listen unto .me, | beseech thee, and 1 will
utier sound speech, and glorious methods, how
thon mayest attain the objeét of thy wishes—
To accomplish this, was the beginning and in-
troduélion of my discourse.

It affords cause for the greatest sorrow, that
thou shouldest allow thyself to be imposed on,
by the artifice of the serpent, that knows how
to charin thee—whase deceitful tricks theu canst
not but know, since thou wast in this world.
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61 AN INVESTIGATION, &c.

Be not disturbed, neither awake by the hray-
ing of the ass, whose ignorance thou hast
experienced—neither venture thyself to lean
upon them, with ardency, wishing for sweet
days, thirsting for the waters of pleasure, as the
animal troops of thy company, that fili the earth,
causing a multitude of vessels laden with gold,
and precious merchandize to sail on the mighty
deep, and who put exalors of others rights, in
many towns and provinces.

What advantage is there in a multitude. of
pleasures, which in reality are nothing but
vanity, and subjeéts of error ?

Moreover, whilst thou so ardently wishedst to
obtain these riches, and honor, thou hadst no
pity upon me ; neither fearedst to give me, for
my nourishment, the venom of laziness ;, the
same thou gavest me for my drink, and with the
bitterness of envy thou hast filled me.

CHAP. XXXVIL

COME hearken to my voice, and I will ad-
vise you. Increase your attention to study,
and seek what is truly profitable.
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62 AN INVESTIEATION, &eC.

Beware that whatever you possess, be with
justice, and however all your trouble and en-
deavors may be considered vain, what you can
with integrity possess, do not neglet.

Let neither the weakness of your thoughts,
nor the laziness of your hands divert you from
it.

Open your eyes, and consider, that despair
and negleét have cast down, and destsoyed
more, than those that fell by divine appointment;
the belief that the latter only operates, is the
consolation of the simple and ignorant.

Have therefore, O my heart, a perfe& con-
fidence, on thy Creator, in all that thou vnder-
takest, with diligence, and good adviee. By
these means, a man is loaded with benediéiion.

God sendeth his assistance on all his works,
and in what e doeth he maketh him to prosper.

Do not, therefore, imagine,- that without do-
ing any thing you shall prosper; for the lan-
guage of the sacred text is, that the Evernal will
bless you in all that you perform. :

Let not weakness or indolence deceive yon,
or impress a belief, that there are ordinances,
connefled with time, and that therefore difigence
shall be vain, and your exertions not succeed.

This is the advice of thiose, whose hearts zre
perverse, and who understand not the dignity of
the soul.

Give them an answer of wisdom, and cause
them clearly to discern the darkmess of their
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63 AN INVESTIGATION, &c.

time, and make conspicuous, before them, all
the paths of the world.

For they are in the midst of obscurity, ig-
norant of the accidents and changes which
happen, and overtake them, like the blind man,
who gropes, in the neon day, to find his way.

They are hurt with the blindness of simplicity,
and ignorance ; they are weary in searching for
the door of penitence, which stands open before
them, and yet to them appears remote.

‘When they behold misery, and the consumm-
ation of destruétion, they complain of their time;
lift up their hands to God, to justity their des-
trutuive counsel.

We are innocent (say they) and what is to be
done. God has destined it so. What more
yemaineth to be done, with power, courage, or
wisdom, that we have not done.

The glory of a strong man in the day of mis-
fortune is a lie, and the salvation of man js vain,
in the day of anger.

His misfortunes, depart from the lips of the
Most High.

It is in vain to study a prevention of that
which must necessarily come to pass, and which
§s not in our power to prevent. The divine
ordinance is true, while we, and all that we can
do is full of lies.
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64 AN INvEsTIEATION, &XC!

‘Truly this is a poor.and miserable sefl, which
merits no pity, so great is its ignorance. The
thorns are in their side, the briars in their eyes,
they perceive jt not.* '

CHAP. XXXVIII.

&“ HY shall man, that has a reasonable soul;
which teaclies him to aspire after things, thatare
heneficial, and guard against whatever annoys,
feel disposed to complain.

Reason will afford hima means and inventions,
to adopt circumstances, that are profitable, and
lead him to reje&t what would destroy him ; so
that when an adverse event happens, by which
he would lose the produee of his exertion, he is
enabled to overcome it.

He cannot, however, prosper, while he takes
away that which is most noble of his being, and
renders heavy the agility of his movemems,
througli laziness, willingly corrupting the di¢tates
of his judgment, and cleflion, and wittingly

# The sentiments of the poet in this Chapter, are in
unison with the sacred pages; and are perhaps, in no
place se ably suppart.d, or fully illustrated, as in the
go0th chapter of Dedteronomy, and the fgth verse.—
1 call heaven and earth to record this day against you,
that I have set before you life and death, blessing and
cursimg : therefore chuse fife tha bork diou and thy seed
may Live,
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65 AN INVESTIGATION, &cC.

E:iding his hand to draw upon him, with both
nds, all manner of evil.
Therefore my heart, leave not thy a&ions to
time, without connefling order, arising from
counsel. Yet remember, that counsel
without diligence is vanity, and will not produce
the desired effe&t.
Wisdom and diligence united, are denomina-
ted by the prophet, the spirit of counsel and

stmnﬁth.

Behold, a spirit of indolence is like the wings
of a pismire, and resembleth a lambeau, in the
hand of a blind man, which instead of affording
assistance, forms but an unprofitable load.

CHAP. XXXIX.

CONSIDER now, O man, since God has, by
ele@ion, elevated thee above all creatures, when
thou beholdest the heavens, that are higher than
thee, or contemplatest the stars, which are so
majestically grand, imagine not that thy will is
under the control of their influence, as some
ancients have determined.
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66 AN INVESTIGATION, &c.

To thee alone, God has given the earth. In
it they have no power ; neither the means ot
constraining it.  On the absolute ireedom of thy
eleflion, it dependeth to choose thy way, and
adopt the path thou hast so well examined,
number, weight, and measure.

CHAP. XL.

CERTAINLY thou hast reserved for thyself,
incomparsble benedi&ions, in having thus re-
fle@ed, and exaétly weighed ; for God holds a
register of all thy ations, and knoweth the
pamber of them.

If thou refleflest and aflest with insensibility,
the fruit thereof wiil be according to chance,
and not according to the advantage of thy
eleétion, and the result of deliberation,

What chance putteth in thy mouth that thou
wilt utter, yet darest thou attach thyselt to it !

Consider, that from the moment thou thus
aftest, thou renderest ashamed those that go in
battle, and disqualifiest them to bring home their
booty, or fill their treasury.
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67 AN INVESTIGATION, &ec.

The promptitude with which thou hast pre-
cipitated thyself, caused them to retire iu con-
fusion.

By chusing such things, thou hast chastised
me,* and caused me to be ashamed, and thee
confused. My destruétion and corruption pro-
ceed from thee and me.

Why then wilt thou imagine, that it is the
order of heaven, to cause to wither this rose of
Sharon

In the slumber 6f my laziness, 1 have dreamed
a dream ; the interpretation of which belongeth
not to God. It is agdinst ourselves, that we
must murmur, and not against the Kternal.

CHAP. XLL

O my heart ! my heart ! seek after the wise,
and aspire to taste their meats. Gather into
one heap, the streams of their waters, and, like
a standard, exalt their name. Listen to their
most desirable words, and from the fountain of
their sectets, draw the stream of instruétion.

Let their benevolence provoke thee to emulate
their perfeftions, and their anger appease thee
to render them service.

® Lest some should imagine, that the introdu&ion of
the personal prosoun (M z‘ here used, is improper, the
translator observes, that with a view 1o preserve the idiom
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68 AN INVESTICATION, &cC.

Receive, I beseech thee, their blessing, and {f
1 will take upon myself their maledi€ion, re-
joicing under their corre&lion, and reproof, as
with all the treasures of the world.

For an issue of salvation flows from their
fountain, and their common discourses, untold
the origin of truth.

And now, O my heart, thou shalt in the first

lace, believe that there is above all beings, ONE
which is the cause of all causes, and the end of
each :—immutable, and to whose perfeftions no
limits can be assigned. The most extepsive
knowledge of an intelligent man, cannot com-
rehend the most minute part.

Thou shalt also believe, that he is notcor-
poreal, nor his power like unto ours, either of
such as are intermixed, or unmixed with matter.

He is one, not by unity of quantity ; for to his
pature, in whatever form it may be considered,
multitude and division, are alike impossible.

No attributes of necessity, can to him, be ad-
joine’d ; so as to form component par's of him.

He possesses a comprehensive knowledge of
all particulars, and through the attributes of
iastice and mercy, which are essential to the
charaller of a wise leader, he will recompence
and chastise,

of the hebrew, he has intentionally introduced the Con-
ctuding dialogue, between the soul and body : the former
being, through the preverseness of the latter, _prevcmed
from.atta'ning that extent of purity, which it is capable
ol enjoving.

|| The poet must be understood in this place, in aiwo-
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69. AN INVESTIGATION, &c.

He is eternal, and never has ceased to be so ;
and to him alone is due worship and adoration.

All others have been created, and merit no
worship.

In the scale of creation, there are different
angels : some are more noble and sublime than
others. These are holy from the beginning.
They are not euveloped in darkness, or sur-
rcunded with obscurity, but are those whom
God has determined to sustain the most exalted
place, in the highest heavens.

They are the conservators and guardians of
the most elevated and noble, whom they up-
hold.

Among them, there is an angel advocate, and
protefior, who holds a lower degree. m the
Creator has designated, to assist man, and con-
vey the diflates of wisdom, (rom which immort-
ality arises.

Human nature is, among all mutable beings,
the most excellent ; but tﬁat within, which is
immortal, is nore noble.

The seed of Israel, are companions of the
Eternal, the flock of his pasture, the chosen

fold point of view : as a distin@ chara&ter and 2 moralist,
By thus viewing it, the construlion of this phrase will
be rendered clear. Relerence to the case of Rebecca,
and her son, who endeavored to deprive Essau of his
blessing, wiHl illustrate the passage. Jacob feasing the
scsult of such an a&ion, deprecated a curse and not a
blessing, to whom Rebeccy replied, I will take upon rae
the curse; only do as I have said. The same may also be
turther elucidated, from the case of a tutor and his
\Y
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70 AN INVESTIGATION, &c.

among men, and the treasure of creation. There-
tore is the providence of God, more particular ;
and his attention to their altions, more minute.

Through the pity that he had for them, and
the love which he bare towards their fathers, he
caused them to inherit a holy law, which knows
no change.

it was given by the prince of all pastors, the
superior of all prophets that ever have existed.

Moreover, he caused them to inhabit a chosen
land, the source of all true perfeftion, and the
blessings of the earth.

They have been nurtured in certain sciences,
and possessed purity of knowledge, for which
reason they were denominated, the first people
in wisdom and science.

But afterwards, the thickness of the cloud of
transgression, separated between them, and the
light of God.

The splendor of providence was obscured ;
and it lacked but little, that they were not
wholly abandoned to all the troubles, accidents,
and afflictions of life. ‘

Their land has been desolated, and filled with
shame ! The knowledge they had of the divine
law, and of the secrets of God, has been eclipsed !
Their wisdom and sciences have failed, and
their misery has increased.

disciple.” The former, aware of the importance of his
doétrine, may be led, through the ignorance of his pupil
to an impetuosity of temper, to inforce his lessons, while
his anger is direéted to produce a good effeét. In this
light, the passage thus referred to, must be considercd.
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71 AN INVESTIGATION, &c,

The nations in whose land they sojourned,
held them in derision, and despised their dis-

persten.

But the time, will come, when all their
treasures, and grandeur will return to their first
state ; when the kingdom of the house of David
shall be re-established. Then wisdom will sheot
up, and providence increase.

The sight of their hearts, even in the most
mysterious places, of the secrets of the law, will
be clear.

When God shall cause his people, who are
in captivity, to return, our eyes shall behold it.

The accomplishment of all temporal good,
will be the resurreflion of Israel, with the same
body and soul that were first united : by which
will be made manifest, the works of God, which
are terrible and great.

Now my Leart, do I conclude, by recom-
mending thee to believe those, that believed the
last of our great teachers—the last in time, but
the first in merit—the great do€tor Rabbi Meses,
son of the dignified Maimonides, to whom the
wise men of lsrael are not to be compared.
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72 AN INVESTIGATION, &c.

since the accomplishment of the Talmud, con-
taining the treasures of the law.

By so believing, shall I rely on thee, that in
the secrets of wisdom, and the law, thou wilt
fear God.

CONCLUDING REMARKS.

Tur work is now, under every disadvantage
mentioned in the preface,brought to a conclusion;
and the translator hopes, to the satisfaélion of his
readers in general.

Every author has his peculiar sentiments, on
which he forms correspondent aétions, and ideas.
The author, whose work, is now translated, most
unquestionably had his peculiar sentiments.
What they were, and Lhe tendency they took,
may be gathered by every attentive reader. That
such peculiarities may be traced to their original,
is the object of this note ; for in whatever point
of view, any thing apparently dark or intricate
may be understood, the translator has no share in
it, except the fulfilment of his duty as a transla-
tor. He cannot however, for a moment, imagine
that his author can be understood in any other
light, than a teacher of pure morals, an expounder
of holy writ. and a commentator on moral phil-
osophy. Writing therefore, for the henefit and
instruction of mankind, in general, it is hoped,
that the work will prove as interesting as was
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CONCLUDING REMARKS.

anticipated, and as heneficial as was intended.

To those who have cither inattentively, or
parlially read the work, some things will conse-
quently appear dark, ambiguous and confused.
But whatever particular part may, in the eyes of
some, wear this appearance, will assume a differ-
ent aspeét, if the whole is carefully perused ; or
only those very passages, viewed in their con-
nettion and dependance with other parts. What
Solomon saith, in the 12th chap. and 13th ver.
of Ecclesiastes, namely—<¢ Let us hear the ccn-
¢¢ clusion of the whole matter,” the translator
begs may be regarded, with respet to this work :
for thus only can its merits be duly appreci-
ated, and the importance of its doétrines, fully
impressed on the mind. '

With a mind thus candidly disposed, the
translator entertains a confident hope, that what
he alluded to in the preface—the benefit of his
readers—will be fully accomplished. For as the
work is drawn from the sacred pages, the source
of unpoliuted truth, the stream it forms, cannot
but be pure ; and under this firm convidlion, he
leaves the event, the final issue, to that *¢ God
¢ who shall bring every work into judgment,
‘¢ with every secret thing, whether it be good,
¢ or whether it be evil.” Eccle. ch. 12, ver. 14.

THE END.





