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PREFACE.

For some years past it has been generally admitted? that
the Commentary upon the Proverbs of Solomon, printed in the
Rabbinical Bibles under the name of Ibn Ezra, is in truth not
from his hand, but is the work of Moses Kimchi, brother
of the more celebrated David Kimchi. The merit of having
first recognized this belongs to Jacob Reifmann, a born
critic?, whose native genius enabled him to overcome great
disadvantages of birth and position, and who has since made
hirself known as the author of a series of acute suggestions on
the text both of the Old Testament itself and of later Jewish
writings®. This scholar, in 1841, communicated the opinion
which he had formed to Abraham Geiger, at the same time
drawing his attention to the internal evidence supporting it;
and a short account of the correspondence between them
appearved in the Hebrew periodical Zion for 1841, p. 76. In
the Orient for the same year, p. 750, Reifmann indicated more
explicitly the nature of the grounds by which he had been
guided, pointing out, for example, that certain grammatical
expressions occurring in the Commentary are not those em-
ployed by Ibn Ezra (e. g. ‘o0, w0y Dw@ Jenw, the introduction

! Friedlinder, Essays on the Writings of Abrakam Ibn Ezra (1877),
p- 142. '

? See the account of him, Zion, 1841, p. 75: 10 (NDD™N PP WO
PR O3 AR PEMIPT D01 9E5 noai 13311 nb Towdn o L Ponase

PPYERD PRI D21 A1AY D00 NIV PRY DMDD YT
3 E.g. Sedel Aram (Berlin, 1871), Or boker (1879).
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of a biblical quotation by =mN¥); and that the exegesis also
is such as frequently to contradict the opinions of Ibn Ezra
as expressed elsewhere. In the following year the question was
taken up by another student of Tbn Eazra’s works, Gabriel
Hirsch Lippmann, who, in a series of articles published in the
same periodical Zion (1842, pp. 113, 129, 155, 171,185), demon-
strated, in greater detail than had been attempted by Reifmann
himself, the truth of the conclusion at which he had arrived®.
Of these articles, the two first shew that, both grammatically
and lexically, the views expressed by the author of the Com-
mentary are at variance with those held by Ibn Ezra to an
even greater degree than had before been supposed: the third
adds largely to the number of grammatical terms peculiar
to this Commentary, but unknown to the genuine works of -
Ibn Ezra: while in the two remaining papers additional reasons
are brought forward in support of the opinion that the actual
author was Moses Kimchi. That this opinion is correct there
can indeed be no doubt. Not only (as Lippmann remarks,
p- 172) are there numerous resemblances in style with the
Commentaries upon Ezra and Nehemiah which, though simi-
larly ascribed to Ibn Ezra, are known (from the acrostic at the
beginning) to be the work of Moses Kimchi, but David Kimchi,
in his Book of Roots, s,v. ¥, cites expressly, under the name of
his brother Moses, an interpretation of Prov. 5, 19, agreeing
verbally with that which is given in the printed Commentary.
And, more recently, MSS. have been discovered assigning it
to him distinectly 2. :

! Comp. his words, p. 113: DT7IR *31 130 0onn 6D Yy My o
M3 Y Y5 DEYD R Yhon DY NN Sx 373 pN3 ... ) wY aw
NI TIT I ONNT AIPHI MINIY AM2TI P POP R .MM MINIPDI
T POYT DIDVDY A0 {T NIND ANWD RIT VI WY I RY M
IMINIPI 1T IND VOR AT MIYIA PrIpI.

%2 See Leopold Dukes, Orient, 1847, p. 25 £.; A, Berlmer, in the periodical
Jeshurun (edited by Kobak), 1868, p. 102 : comp. also Geiger, Ozar Nechmad,
ii. (1857), p. 21 f.
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That Ibn Ezra composed a Commentary upon the Proverbs
is certain : not merely (on Ruth 3, 11) does he promise to
explain in it the expression ' n@x, but in his shorter Com-
mentary on Exodus (Prag, 1840, p. 96) he remarks enved)
AN NPT Moan- P wmenn nemd bemd.  But, like many
of his other Commentaries, like those on the former Prophets, on
Jeremiah and Ezekiel, on the Chronicles? it must at an early
date have become lost, while—as in the parallel case of Eazra
and Nehemiah—that of Moses Kimchi obtained circulaticn
under his name. Nor, strangely enough, is this the only one
which was substituted. For, as was noticed by Geiger?,
Raymundus Martini, in his Pugio Fide:, written about the year
1275, cites, under the name of Ibn Ezra, expositions of two
passages (Prov. 2, 7 and 14, 34) which in fact are found verbatim
in the Commentary of Joseph Kimchi, the father of Moses and
David Kimchi. The extracts in Martini read as follows:
ARY N3 Y ADOR 37 op oby Lmean ovwrd A7an oy
0[] npa 3 w Y ooy web v Sy A pom
DM TPTY M DM APTY AR W Y Py rean e
TDoM NRBA 3P Dpp ond xn odvuy ovonn (3 WM ey
+50mby. These words are not to be found in the Commentary
of Moses Kimchi attributed to Ibn Ezra in the Rabbinical
Bibles, nor, it may be added, are they in the Commentary
here published; but both passages occur in the Commentary
on Proverbs by Joseph Kimchi®. And to the two works which
were thus independently mistaken for the lost Commentary—

1 Cf. Halberstam, Sepher Ha-ibbur (Lyck, 1874), p. 8.

2 Friedlinder, Essays, etc., p. 142. ‘

3 Qzar Nechmead, 1. c., p. 33.

* P. 666 (ed. Le Voisin) ; p. 855 (ed. Carpzov).

5 P. 719 (ed. Le Voisin) ; p. 925 (ed. Carpzov).

¢ Published at Breslau, 1866, under the title ip 1 "pD. See also the
MS. in the Bodleian Library (Neubauer’s Catalogue, No. 333), pp. 2" 13*.
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one of them within little more than a hundred years of Ibn
Ezra’s own death —must now be added a third.

The MS. containing the Commentary here published (Opp.
Add. 8¢ 48, Catal. No. 2487) belonged formerly to M. Soave, of
Venice, from whom it was obtained by Dr. Neubauer, at the
beginning of the present year, for the Bodleian Library. It is
a paper MS, ff. 17, of large octavo size, written in the Italian
Rabbinic character, and belonging probably to the sixteenth
century. Ff. 1-5% are occupied by Moses Kimchi’'s Commentary
on Ezra and Nehemiah!; ff. 5p—172 claim to be that of Ibn
Ezra on Proverbs: the title (it should be remarked) being
evidently in the same hand as the rest of the MS. It is neatly
and legibly written: the corners of the leaves are occasionally
somewhat injured by damp, but in no instance has there been
any serious doubt as to the reading, except, indeed, in cases
such as those between 23 and 2, 97 and 9, © and Y, etc,
from which, probably, no Hebrew MS. was ever entirely free.
All abbreviations have been faithfully reproduced, except that
for the Tetragrammaton, which is uniformly written é-+. A word,
or letter, missing has been supplied, in the text itself, between
brackets ; misquotations and other obvious faults have been as
a rule corrected in the text likewise, the MS. reading being
indicated in a note; a few irregularities (chiefly of gender) have
been suffered to remain? and some passages have been left
untouched, in which, however the sense might be difficult or
obscure, the MS. was unmistakeable ®. For the punctuation I
am exclusively responsible, as also for the frequently recurring
dots, which indicate, for the convenience of the reader, that

! Attributed, however, to Ibn Ezra, as in the printed Bibles.

3 B.g. 4, 33. 14, 25. 20, 25 MINY A, 31, 15. 24.

3 B.g. 12, 25. 14, 26 2N, 15, 2 end. 16, 24. 1%, 12. 18, 8. 20. 21, 16.
22, 5; 8, 18 *nn for *Px seems supported by 8, 30. 16, 7 end. The plena
scriptio also is very general, even in such words as w5 3, 8; MmN
30, 19. 31, 14; Wm0 31, 17. (14, 35 for THnb read 12y5.)
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a text is not cited continuously, but which represent no mark
of omission whatever in the MS.

The Commentary, then, purports to be the work of Ibn Ezra :
and although the internal evidence, as a whole, fails to support
this claim, yet, as it does not point entirely in one direction,
I may be allowed here to recapitulate it briefly in some of its
more obvious bearings.

That the promise given in the note on Ruth 3, 11 is unful-
filled is of no great moment ; for Ibn Ezra is guilty of similar
omissions elsewhere!: it is a more serious difficulty that in
none of the three passages (2, 7. 3, 19 f. 24, 3 f.) where n®OR,
ny7, and 7an are found in juxtaposition is any distinetion”
drawn between them, such as the one referred to in his note
on Ex. 31, 3. Secondly, some of the identical expressions. are
made use of (notably 3%, “mv>3?), which are objected to by
Reifmann and Lippmann equally, in their criticisms on the
printed Commentary, as not occurring in the acknowledged
writings of Ibn Ezra. Thirdly, as the following list will shew,
instances are not wanting, in which the interpretations diverge,
more or less widely, from those given by Ibn Ezra in other
places : 10, 8 12 is explained simply 5w, but on Hos. 4, 14
he writes Mwp> o ¥ 8S2 wanems Sxyoer 53 w3 nbm
pab oo Sw mo:; 11, 1 5 3 is derived from a root Yy,
whereas on Ps. 2, 12 such a view is rejected; with the note
on 14, 13 comp. on Ps. 84, 4 wyvw 35 283 prwa o3 w3 D
9y W3 15, 18 NN is compared with 77N, but this on Ps.
39, 11 is explained J7* now, being connected with =3, a verb

1 See Isa. 26, 4; and comp. Friedldinder, Essays, p. 136.

? One or two other formulae often recurring here are ... 1"y Yam;
SR (or PIDEDY) BB (or fwEN) WM ©°; 30, 15 flL 31, 4 there is
als> the phrase P12 IR 771 A singular use of 7, in cases where © would
naturally be expected (unless this is to be attributed to a copyist), may also
be noted: 3, 21. 14, 23. 15, 23. 20, 5. 21, 5. 14. 24, I5. 31. 25, 20. 26,2I.
30, 13. 31, I5.



X PREFACE.

Y'Y; 15, 22b—the standard example? of Ibn Ezra’s principle that
every form of the verb involves implicitly, though it may not be
expressed, the corresponding verbal noun—we are surprised to
be told to supply nawny, rather than nyy, the word used else-
where ; 16, 6 the alternative Syp W comes strangely from the
author of Zachoth, 5§85, xw1 p1 Swp 25 b 9 prvows wm
DYN NN ; 18,18 DWW is interpreted with reference to men, but
on Isa. 41, 21 we read ™MD DMWY 'Y 19Y DIAN WD DOMIONY;
23, 5 in support of the meaning »y “Nnnt Job 11, 17 is
referred to, where, however, we read | banon &Y newn
1123 R PR 1D ARN D DX DN 2 T YN 24, 27
pnn Py R, while on Isa. 10, 13 M3 AN NB DANYINNY
o 1y v DINn Y honn 95; with the notes on 24,
28 n'NBM and 25, 19 NWW comp. Moznaim (Venice, 1546),
pp. 210b, 229 ; 28,1 NV appears to be referred to 7'b3, although
Ibn Ezra more than once elsewhere actually quotes the verse in
illustration of the conmstruction Nw? WY YOI, MW AWK
(Lev. 19, 8. Num: 24, 9); 29, 18 Y is explained b 1o,
but on Ex. 5, 4 (shorter Comm.) he interprets W¢'n b, and on
32, 25 YAIY W3; and 30, 17 MNP is explained by 7Man, but on
Gen. 49, 10 by mypew. It may be remarked that frequently
the Commentary agrees with that of Joseph Kimchi: e.g. 6, 21.
12, 2%. 18, 19. 20, 11%, 25, 20. 26, 8.

Doubtless, to a certain extent, these objections might be met.
‘With regard to the first, it might, for instance, be thought that
the Commentary is not before us in its original shape: the
notes on the earlier chapters seem disproportionately brief as
compared with those on the later portions of the book, and an
omission must certainly be assumed between 27, g and 27, 26.
Or, again, Ibn Ezra himself, having in his mind, as he wrote

1 E.g. onlsa. 7, 7. 56, 2 ; Zachoth (Fiirth, 1827), p. 71%; see Friedlénder,

P- 134 v
% See David Kimchi, Book of Roots, s.v. 131,
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his note on Exodus, a clear sense of the difference between the
three terms in question, and recollecting how they occurred toge-
ther in the Proverbs, might be supposed, not unreasonably, to have
been under the impression that he had distinguished them in
his Commentary on that book more explicitly than was actually
the case: we know that he wrote hastily, and quoted habitually
from memory®. Secondly, it might be urged, that Ibn Ezra
is not everywhere uniform in his terminology, that expressions
which are of frequent occurrence in one Commentary are met,
with seldom or never in another?; and that, though there may
be two or three exceptions, most of the grammatical terms,
including some characteristic ones (see below), are unquestion-
ably those which he was accustomed to employ. Thirdly, on
points of philology, as most readers will have observed, Ibn
Ezra is far from being uniformly consistent with himself: and
cases have even been quoted in which at one time he adopted
a view which at another he had empbhatically rejected®. Does
not this consideration, it might be asked, weaken materially the
conclusiveness of the list of discrepancies which has been cited
above? And indeed, as a matter of fact, if it be examined in
detail, the cogency of several of the instances will be found to
be very slight. Thus, with reference to 1o, 8 the Commentary
on the Proverbs was composed many years earlier than that on
the Minor Prophets, at a time when the Arabic parallel for wad
might not yet have suggested itself to Ibn Ezra; 15, 18 if the
note on Ps. 39 be inconsistent with that on Prov. 15, 18, it is
inconsistent also with that on Deut. 2, 5, where m™nn is not
compared with 9%, but explained ghagn nywn Py : 15, 22 the

! Friedlander, p. 139. A similar case might be appealed to, occurring in
the shorter recension of the Commentary on Exodus 32, 4; for the note on
Isa. 8, 1 contains no adequate explanation -of w7, such as it is there
implied has been given.

% Friedldnder, p. 151.

3 Friedlander, p. 139, to whose instances additions might be made.
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explanation is only in appearance divergent from that implied
elsewhere : the MY which is to form the subject of DN being
in the first instance conceived by him precisely as the text here
represents it, viz. as the object to Dv¥3n *: 18, 18 the alternative
in the note on Isa. 41, 21 must not be forgotten nnm N jomn
DWSY; 23, 5 the opinion expressed respecting NN in the note
on Job 11, 17 was not probably the one in which he finally
acquiesced, for subsequently? (on Ps. go, 10 12W3Y) he connects
it with N very much as in the passage before us: nbmn W
DOWI WX 13 TRV APNA AN IPI3 AN WD AYEY hn
o 1 aown.  And the instances which remain might be
thought to be not incapable of a fair explanation upon the same
principle, even though the actual proof of a. tiating exegesis
on the part of Ibn Ezra were not in each separate case
forthcoming.

But though particular arguments might thus be shewn to be
inconclusive, there remain others the force of which cannot be
evaded; and, taken as a whole, internal evidence forbids us
to suppose that the Commentary is a genuine work of Ibn
Ezra’s. Not merely is there a combination of suspicious cir-
cumstances against it (and amongst them some which weigh
seriously ®), but the style is deficient in firmness, and in the
exegesis we miss generally that tersemess and point which is
such a marked feature in Ibn Ezra’s own writings. Who the

1 See the note on Gen. 3, I4 in the French recension published by Fried-
linder (at the end of the Essays, etc., p. I3): R 7 N2pd 1w AR
T3 R ) DWT ONY WIPT WY CWIR THWD ) NN {FUOY Moy 1D
oYWpNn O'RYY 1M A3 T2y DYV MIPVR RM T .. LD b3Alh
79D o3y oren.  Similarly, on Ps. 69, 11 the subject to *iin is elicited
from the preteding n151R), which implies as its object M1 (723 moamy
*5 papamy ).

3 The Commentary on the Psalms is of later date than that on Job;
Friedlinder, pp. 175, 195.

3 Especially 30, '013). D*©MED W* occurs occasionally in Ibn Ezra (Isa
32,17. 53, 9. Ps. 7, 1. Job 4, 21); but he usually has o nir 0.
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author may be it is impossible to say, though, from the language
in which, more than once’, he explains a Hebrew word, it may
be inferred that he was a Spaniard. R. Yonah (Abulwalid)
and Rashi are the only authorities eited by name2. Whether it
is possible to draw any definite inferences from the points of
similarity with the Commentaries of Joseph or Moses Kimchi,
I do not venture to determine: as we learn from his son David
Kimchi’'s note upon the passage, Joseph Kimchi agreed with
Ibn Ezra in supposing an ellipse before no2en in z Sam. 13, zo.
No positive grounds appear to exist for attributing to the author
of the Commentary a fraudulent design: if it was his intention
to personate Ibn Ezra, he at any rate neglected some obvious
precautions in carrying it out. The grammatical expressions
which it has in common with Ibn Ezra suggest, indeed, that
it was written by one familiar with his principles of inter-
pretation, and even that it may embody genuine fragments
of his exegesis (handed down traditionally ?); and the missing
work itself being doubtless in request, this very fact may have
caused it to be bona fide mistaken for it.

The following is a list of points of agreement which I have
noticed between the Commentary here published and those of
Ibn Ezra; a few are included to which the reader will find his
attention directed in the foot-notes. On 2, 22 we meet with an
illustration of one of Ibn Ezra’s best known grammatical prinei-
ples; 5, 5 are cited two of his regular examples for the omission
of 2%; with the notes on 5, 20 and 11, 17 compare those on
Ps. 4, 1. 48, 20 respectively; 47, 20 the explanation of ND3
agrees with that given by him on Ps. 81, 4, where, after

1 On6, 3.13. 23,32 ,

2 Appesl is constantly made to the sense borne by a word in Aramaic, and
passages from the Targums are quoted in proof: Arabic is referred to but
rarely.

$ Friedlinder, p. 132%: see also Gen. 3, 15, French recension, and Zachoth
715 bottom.
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rejecting the ordinary Rabbinical view, he continues nyT 8%
N3 N12Y XD3T DM AD3Y I M W 33 1 s o3 nbow:
7, 22 comp. Isa. 3, 16; with the note on 8, 23 comp. that on
Ps. 119, 100 (RPID NV : so Zachoth 28D), and more especially
on Isa. 43, 13 (D M1 D) : the note on 9, 5 o DWYWI '3,
although as referred to on Ps. 22, 8 the 3 would be explained
differently (Mn¥ 7 : cf. also on 55, 19. 80, 6), expresses never-
theless a view held by Ibn Ezra (Zachoth, p. 152 0”71 nnn M
DMS:) W33 “NM WD) : 14, 7 the explanation of Gen. 49, 25
agrees with his words ad loc. Wy =nxY WYY NWwn S5en 07n
(cf. on Isa. 15, 2 JaN Sam 0”3 wy NN TR PRI YN
53, 2); 16, 21 comp. on Isa. 41, 2; 18, 23 NWP by ‘Pem Ny,
comp. Zachoth 71b PO "DM MY MY WS MADR nbp Br; 10,
27 Ibn Ezra inclines towards the same interpretation in his
note on Num. 4, 20 31 Byp M ... MD33 w3 yba3 9 &
POND; 2o, 2 (cf. 19, 12), comp. (though the expression is not
the same) on Ps. 8o, 6 mynT wopym NNy Ay w3 073w
erbwa My Dy MYT W; 21, 8 comp. on Ex. 1, 10 (shorter
Comm.) 7T¥1 N5 70NN W, and Zachoth 1Y, where the passage
from 2 Sam. is cited, with the remark 93 51 “pRnY ny ah
nb movm Ny (cf. also 213b; Saphah Berurah 30%); 26, 6
comp. or Hab. 2, 10; 26, 18 agrees substantially with Sephath
Yether; Noz:81 mwp o P10 85 1583 vy axmn adn5nns ymnm;
30, 1 and 31, 1 the phrase yOY “nXY WYY T is one of which
Ibn Ezra makes most constant use (e.g. Isa. 10, 34. 60, 14.
65, 2)*; 31, 3 i’:‘)b is- explained from the Aramaic, as in
Sephath Yether, No. 45 ; and with 30, 31 D1P5 S ma ... D1P5N
comp. on Isa. 24, 20 and Zachoth 58> MmN WK 51&75 NN
oyp Sawe &b 13 w3 Syen ow an pa pripan N,

I have only, in conclusion, to record my obligations to
Dr. A. Neubauer, Sub-Librarian of the Bodleian Library, whose
wide and varied learning is always at the disposal of his friends,

! Friedlander, p. 131°
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and who by his counsel and assistance has materially aided me
in preparing this MS. for publication. Through him, also, the
sheets, as they passed through the Press, have had the advantage
of being submitted to Dr. Steinschneider, S. J. Halberstam, and
Dr. Friedlinder; and several corrections, suggested by them,
have been incorporated into the text. Dr. Friedlinder, I am at
liberty to add, who has made Ibn Ezra’s works his special study,
expressed decidedly the opinion that this Commentary was not
by his hand.
S. R. D.

August, 1880.



